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Lk. 24:13-35 

 
13 That very day two of them were going 

to a village named Emmaus, about seven 
miles from Jerusalem, 14 and they were 
talking with each other about all these 
things that had happened. 15 While they 
were talking and discussing together, Jesus 
himself drew near and went with them. 
16 But their eyes were kept from 
recognizing him. 17 And he said to them, 
“What is this conversation that you are 
holding with each other as you walk?” And 
they stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of 
them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are 
you the only visitor to Jerusalem who does 
not know the things that have happened 
there in these days?” 19 And he said to 
them, “What things?” And they said to him, 
“Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a man who 
was a prophet mighty in deed and word 
before God and all the people, 20 and how 
our chief priests and rulers delivered him 
up to be condemned to death, and 
crucified him. 21 But we had hoped that he 
was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and 
besides all this, it is now the third day since 
these things happened. 22 Moreover, some 
women of our company amazed us. They 
were at the tomb early in the morning, 
23 and when they did not find his body, they 
came back saying that they had even seen 
a vision of angels, who said that he was 
alive. 24 Some of those who were with us 
went to the tomb and found it just as the 
women had said, but him they did not see.” 
25 And he said to them, “O foolish ones, and 
slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have spoken! 26 Was it not 
necessary that the Christ should suffer 
these things and enter into his glory?” 
27 And beginning with Moses and all the 
Prophets, he interpreted to them in all the 
Scriptures the things concerning himself. 

28 So they drew near to the village to 
which they were going. He acted as if he 
were going farther, 29 but they urged him 
strongly, saying, “Stay with us, for it is 
toward evening and the day is now far 
spent.” So he went in to stay with them. 
30 When he was at table with them, he took 
the bread and blessed and broke it and 
gave it to them. 31 And their eyes were 
opened, and they recognized him. And he 
vanished from their sight. 32 They said to 
each other, “Did not our hearts burn within 
us while he talked to us on the road, while 
he opened to us the Scriptures?” 33 And 
they rose that same hour and returned to 
Jerusalem. And they found the eleven and 

 

 
 

Gang nach Emmaus 1877 
 

The above painting hangs in the St. Gallen Museum of Art in 
Switzerland. It is the most famous work of the Swiss artist Robert Zünd. It 
was done in 1877 and is entitled Road to Emmaus, based on this text of 
Luke 24. I have seen prints of this painting in many churches and even in 
some homes. Although, artistically, it is a beautiful landscape, it is also 
biblically speaking, masterfully done. If you study the painting, you will 
notice several things. The disciples are walking through a dense forest. 
Notice the size of the trees and the darkness that is behind and in front of 
these men. There are two disciples with Jesus in the middle. Jesus is 
gesturing heavenward to an opening in the trees toward a bright blue sky. 
Symbolically, Jesus is opening the eyes of these men to understand. They 
are taken from darkness into light. 

How did Jesus do this with the disciples on the road to Emmaus in 
Luke 24? The text tells us, beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he 
interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself. 
Illumination comes when the Scriptures are opened. It is likely they knew 
the Scriptures fairly well, but they didn’t understand how they applied to 
Jesus. When Jesus makes the connection between the Hebrew Scriptures, 
with all the prophecies, promises and images from God and Himself their 
hearts burn within them. They see the glorious fulfillment in the person 
and life of Jesus, the Christ of God. 

What happens when we study the Scriptures? Do we find that we 
continue to walk in darkness and confusion? Or, can we see the light of 
God’s grace in Christ Jesus. It is important for us to realize the whole Bible, 
the Old Testament included, is all about Jesus. Jesus, the Son of God, the 
second person of the Holy Trinity, was present at creation (Jn. 1:1-3), He 
spoke to Abraham (Gen. 18:1), He wrestled with Jacob (Gen. 32:30), He 
called Moses from the burning bush (Ex. 3), and is represented as the anti-
type to Adam, Isaac, Israel, Moses, Aaron, and David. He is the One of 
whom the prophets speak and to which all the history of God’s people is 
leading. All of Scripture is about God’s plan of salvation, which is carried 
out in the death and resurrection of Christ. 

As you read the Scriptures direct your attention heavenward. These 
are the very words of God to bring us light and hope and faith. It is God 
sharing with us His desire, His very heart for humankind. By God’s grace, 
we can also say with the Emmaus Road disciples, Did not our hearts burn 
within us while he talked to us on the road, while he opened to us the 
Scriptures?” 
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those who were with them gathered 
together, 34 saying, “The Lord has risen 
indeed, and has appeared to Simon!” 
35 Then they told what had happened on 
the road, and how he was known to them 
in the breaking of the bread. 

 

Gracious God and Father, through Your Son You have brought us Light and 
Life and in Your Word You reveal to us this salvation; grant to us the desire 
to study the Scriptures to learn to know and love Your Son; through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
 

  
Please pray for: 
 

• Churches struggling to minister to their people and meet their budgets 

• The teachers of Trinity Lutheran School working in an online environment to educate the young 

• Our governmental leaders seeking to make wise decision for the welfare of our nation 

• Research scientists around the world seeking a vaccine for COVID-19 
 

 


