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1 Pt. 1:17-25 

 
17 And if you call on him as Father 

who judges impartially according to each 
one's deeds, conduct yourselves with 
fear throughout the time of your 
exile, 18 knowing that you were ransomed 
from the futile ways inherited from your 
forefathers, not with perishable things 
such as silver or gold, 19 but with the 
precious blood of Christ, like that of a 
lamb without blemish or spot. 20 He was 
foreknown before the foundation of the 
world but was made manifest in the last 
times for the sake of you 21 who through 
him are believers in God, who raised him 
from the dead and gave him glory, so 
that your faith and hope are in God. 

22 Having purified your souls by your 
obedience to the truth for a sincere 
brotherly love, love one another 
earnestly from a pure heart, 23 since you 
have been born again, not of perishable 
seed but of imperishable, through the 
living and abiding word of God; 24 for 

“All flesh is like grass 
    and all its glory like the flower of grass. 
The grass withers, 
    and the flower falls, 
25 but the word of the Lord remains 
forever.” 

And this word is the good news that 
was preached to you. 

 
Loving Heavenly Father, You have 
ransomed us from our captivity to sin and 
death, at the cost of the precious blood of 
Christ; give us the faith and hope to trust 
in Him with purified souls; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
What are You Worth? 

 
This is an impossible question to answer. If you are receiving an 

unemployment check as part of the CARES act, you may be grateful for the 
assistance, but also offended that your employer or the government didn’t 
deem you an essential worker or that the size of the check is demeaning. If 
you end up in the hospital and the limited amount of drugs and care goes 
to someone “more important” you may be outraged at the inequity. If you 
were kidnapped, how high would the ransom have to be before your 
relatives and friends simply said, “we’re not going to pay that much.” The 
old adage says that something is worth whatever you think its worth. In 
the 1st century BC, Publius Syrus wrote: "Something is only worth what 
someone is willing to pay for it." Many have puzzled over the disparity 
between what a professional athlete might be worth versus what some 
other person is worth. One gets over 7 figures a year for playing a game, 
another gets less than 3 figures a year for saving lives. One gets fame and 
fortune by providing meaningless entertainment, another goes 
unrecognized for educating and nurturing the next generation. 

Regardless of how society judges your worth, this text tells us what 
God thinks you are worth. The metaphor Peter uses is that of ransom. We 
were kidnapped by the futile ways inherited from our forefathers. These 
futile ways are the ways of sin, rebellion, idolatry and death. But our 
Father in heaven was willing to pay the price, whatever the cost. Peter tells 
us, you were ransomed … not with perishable things such as silver or 
gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without 
blemish or spot. Your Father in heaven was willing to sacrifice His own Son 
to purchase you from bondage to sin and death. You are worth more than 
all the silver and gold in the world. You are worth the precious, perfect, 
divine blood of Christ. 

If you ever doubt whether this was sufficient payment on your behalf 
or even if the payment was made, listen to what Peter writes. He was 
foreknown before the foundation of the world but was made manifest in 
the last times for the sake of you who through him are believers in 
God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith 
and hope are in God. God’s eternal plan for you was sealed when He raised 
Jesus from the dead. Our faith and hope are in God, who was willing to 
sacrifice His only Son for us. As Jesus lives and reigns at God’s right hand, 
we are given a place of honor and glory in His eternal kingdom. 

 

  
Please pray for: 
 

 Those who struggle with mental illness and depression during this anxious time 

 Schools, colleges and universities trying to plan for the future 

 Those who are struggling financially in their businesses and personal lives 

 Professionals working with the sick and dying during this pandemic 
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