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Ac. 2:14a, 36-41 

 
14 But Peter, standing with the eleven, 

lifted up his voice and addressed them: 
“Men of Judea and all who dwell in 
Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and 
give ear to my words.  

 
36 Let all the house of Israel therefore 

know for certain that God has made him 
both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom 
you crucified.”  

37 Now when they heard this they 
were cut to the heart, and said to Peter 
and the rest of the apostles, “Brothers, 
what shall we do?” 38 And Peter said to 
them, “Repent and be baptized every one 
of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins, and you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 For 
the promise is for you and for your 
children and for all who are far off, 
everyone whom the Lord our God calls to 
himself.” 40 And with many other words 
he bore witness and continued to exhort 
them, saying, “Save yourselves from this 
crooked generation.” 41 So those who 
received his word were baptized, and 
there were added that day about three 
thousand souls.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Merciful and forgiving Lord, although we 
are guilty of Jesus’ death, You offer us 
forgiveness and grace through 
repentance and baptism; continue to 
bestow on us Your Holy Spirit that we 
might receive Your Word with joy; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
What Shall We Do? 

 
We have probably asked this question thousands of times over the 

years. The refrigerator stops working—what shall we do? The check engine 
light comes on—what shall we do? We got upset with a friend and injured 
our relationship—what shall we do? We were just laid off from our job—
what shall we do? The Governor has instituted a stay at home order—
what shall we do? We are showing some symptoms of a virus—what shall 
we do? 

In these scenarios we may ask an expert that question, or we may just 
wonder ourselves. Either way, our instincts are to do something, because 
something must be done. The stakes were much higher on Pentecost 
when the people listening to Peter’s speech heard the climatic point: “God 
has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.” These 
Jews had been waiting thousands of years for the Christ, the Messiah. 
When He appeared, they crucified Him. All who were listening to Peter 
that day, whether they were directly involved in the plot, arrest, trial and 
crucifixion of Jesus, or just the subjects of His sacrificial love, knew they 
were responsible for His death. This powerful preaching of the law caused 
them to be cut to the heart. They were all guilty, even as we are, for the 
death of Jesus, who is both Lord and Christ. The natural question—what 
shall we do? 

Peter’s answer is both beautiful and brilliant. He says, “Repent and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” This is a beautiful 
response because it offers hope and forgiveness to people crushed by the 
full weight of the law. To the guilty conscience these words from God offer 
forgiveness of sins and the Spirit of God. This is a brilliant answer, because 
what they shall do is to allow God to do His thing. To repent is simply to 
acknowledge our sinfulness and desire to let God have His way with us. To 
be baptized is simply to allow God to take us into His family, wash away 
our sins and bestow on us the Holy Spirit. This gift of forgiveness and the 
Holy Spirit is a promise that God attaches to baptism. It is a promise for us 
and our children. It is a promise for future generations and for those who 
are in Jerusalem or around the world. It is God who calls us to receive this 
promise, this gift of His grace. 

What shall we do—when confronted with our sins? What shall we 
do—when feeling guilty about our broken relationships? What shall we 
do—when ashamed of our past? What shall we do—when feeling hopeless 
or alone or fearful or anxious? Repent and be baptized. Turn yourself over 
to the Lord who has adopted you into His family, forgave you all your sins 
and has given you the gift of the Holy Spirit. What was a good idea on the 
day of Pentecost, is still a good idea today. So those who received his word 
were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls.  

 
 

  
Please pray for: 
 

• The governors and state leaders who must make difficult decisions during this pandemic 

• Restaurants and supermarkets working to provide food in a safe manner 

• Social service agencies and churches aiding those most vulnerable 

• Scientists and researcher seeking a vaccine for the coronavirus 
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