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John 20:19-31 
 

19 On the evening of that day, the first 
day of the week, the doors being locked 
where the disciples were for fear of the 
Jews, Jesus came and stood among them 
and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 
20 When he had said this, he showed 
them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples were glad when they saw the 
Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace 
be with you. As the Father has sent me, 
even so I am sending you.” 22 And when 
he had said this, he breathed on them 
and said to them, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, 
they are forgiven them; if you withhold 
forgiveness from any, it is withheld.” 

24 Now Thomas, one of the twelve, 
called the Twin, was not with them when 
Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told 
him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he 
said to them, “Unless I see in his hands 
the mark of the nails, and place my finger 
into the mark of the nails, and place my 
hand into his side, I will never believe.” 

26 Eight days later, his disciples were 
inside again, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were locked, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to 
Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see 
my hands; and put out your hand, and 
place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but 
believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My 
Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, 
“Have you believed because you have 
seen me? Blessed are those who have 
not seen and yet have believed.” 

30 Now Jesus did many other signs in 
the presence of the disciples, which are 
not written in this book; 31 but these are 
written so that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 
that by believing you may have life in his 
name. 

 
Lord Jesus, send us Your Holy Spirit, that 
we might believe in our heart and confess 
with our lips that You are our Lord and 
God. Amen. 
 

What Does it Take to Believe? 
 

When we first heard about the coronavirus called COVID-19, there 
were many skeptics. People were saying that it was nothing more than the 
common flu. They insisted that it was something that might be a concern 
in backward countries, in other parts of the world, but it is no concern in 
America. Wash your hands, cover your mouth when you cough, we’ll all be 
just fine. Then the virus came to the US and started to spread. People 
started dying in places we heard of and it all became very close to home. 
Now we are behind locked doors for fear of the virus. Now, most of us are 
believers. The closer the evidence is to home, the easier it is for us to 
believe. 

In this text, we usually focus on “doubting” Thomas. Unfortunately for 
Thomas, he was at a disadvantage. That Easter evening the disciples were 
all together, except for Thomas. Jesus suddenly appeared before them. 
Even though the disciples were behind locked doors, there in front of them 
was Jesus. He spoke to them, “Peace be with you.” He then showed them 
His hands and side. He gave evidence that He is the Jesus who had been 
crucified, but now is alive. He then breathed on them the Holy Spirit. There 
was no opportunity for them to disbelieve. All the evidence was right there 
in their face. 

We don’t know where Thomas was that evening or why he wasn’t with 
his companions. Nevertheless, the report of Jesus’ resurrection was given 
to him second hand. The other disciples said to him, “We have seen the 
Lord.” Thomas said, “Yah, right; you guys are crazy. Unless I see in his 
hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, 
and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” Although he had 10 
other disciples tell him what they saw he just could not believe unless he 
would see with his own eyes. What Thomas was being asked to believe 
was not something that occurred all the time. They didn’t say, “Guess 
what, you’ll never believe, the Pharisee got into a debate with the 
Sadducees and now you are going to have to show your ID before you go 
into the temple.” This message about Jesus wasn’t something we would 
consider plausible or even possible. 

No, what was presented to Thomas was something that none of us 
would believe today—the man who was crucified, died and was buried, is 
now alive! The other disciples were not asking Thomas to believe 
something that had no evidence. They had seen and touch and heard the 
evidence. It just had not reached Thomas yet. When it comes to us, we are 
not being asked to believe in the resurrection without evidence. All the 
evidence is there, recorded in the Scriptures from eyewitnesses. The 
challenge for us, is that we are not given the first-hand evidence. We do 
not touch the hands and side of Jesus. We do not need first-hand 
evidence. We have the testimony of many, reliable, first-hand witnesses in 
the Scriptures, including that of skeptical Thomas, and most importantly, 
we have the Holy Spirit, who works faith in the heart. 

Jesus was talking about us when He said to Thomas, “Have you 
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen 
and yet have believed.” We are blessed, because we believe without 
seeing. We believe by the power of God’s Spirit working faith in our heart. 
Jesus, You are, “my Lord and my God!” 

 

  
Please pray for: 
 

• Hospice workers and palliative care nurses serving those at the end of life 

• Postal workers and delivery truck drivers handling packages and working overtime 

• Those who are anxious and afraid, especially those without faith in Jesus 

• An effective vaccine for the COVID-19 virus 
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