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1 Peter 1:3-9 

 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of 

our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his 
great mercy, he has caused us to be 
born again to a living hope through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead, 4 to an inheritance that is 
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, 
kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God's 
power are being guarded through faith 
for a salvation ready to be revealed in 
the last time. 6 In this you rejoice, 
though now for a little while, if 
necessary, you have been grieved by 
various trials, 7 so that the tested 
genuineness of your faith—more 
precious than gold that perishes 
though it is tested by fire—may be 
found to result in praise and glory and 
honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 
8 Though you have not seen him, you 
love him. Though you do not now see 
him, you believe in him and rejoice 
with joy that is inexpressible and filled 
with glory, 9 obtaining the outcome of 
your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Praise be to You, O Father, through 
Your Son, whom You have raised from 
the dead, and have given us a living 
hope. Grant us faith during the trials of 
this mortal life, that we might rejoice in 
our status as Your children and look 
with joy to the life to come. Through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
Living Hope 

 
I have read this text at many funerals. I think you can see why. Peter 

mentions the resurrection of Jesus from the dead. We know that because 
Jesus was raised to life, we too will be raised on the Last Day. It speaks of our 
inheritance in heaven that is imperishable, undefiled and unfading. What 
God has in store for us will not be lost or diminished in any way. This 
inheritance is kept in heaven for you. In other words, you have a reservation. 
Your place is secure. But not only is heaven kept for us, we are kept for 
heaven. We are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be 
revealed in the last time. During times of grief and sorrow, those who have 
lost loved one are grieved by various trials. Yet, through this testing of their 
faith, it may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation 
of Jesus Christ. Even though you don’t see Jesus now, you love Him and will 
rejoice in Him. Indeed, because of Jesus you are obtaining the outcome of 
your faith, the salvation of your souls. It is only natural that this passage 
would be a favorite epistle text for a funeral. 

But Peter writes that we are born again to a living hope. Living is a 
wonderful adjective to go with hope. Hope is not just wishful or pious 
thinking. It is genuine. It is real. It is certain. The hope we have through the 
resurrection of Jesus from the dead is our assurance of eternal life. But it is 
more than that. It is a living hope; it animates our life now. Knowing what 
comes after this life, informs and enriches this life. We do not have to live 
our lives, with all the challenges and trials, which only lead to death, 
wondering why. It has been said that you only go around once. This is the 
only life you are given. As true as these statements are, they are only part of 
the story. The bigger story is that this life is only a small fraction of God’s 
intended purpose for us. There is much more, more in time and more in 
blessings, awaiting us beyond this life. Yet, this life is not without meaning. It 
is not simply a way to pass the time until we get to the ultimate end. No, this 
life is also according to God’s purpose. 

We were born again into a living hope. Christ is our hope and He lives in 
us. Our days, as difficult as they can be, are still filled with optimism. They 
are filled with confidence and joy. They are given to us by God for His 
purpose and pleasure. Jesus who is risen from the dead promises to be with 
us always to the end of the age. For, even though you have not seen him, you 
love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with 
joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory. This is a present tense, not just 
a future tense, joy. This is a living hope, not just a future hope. This is a hope 
that fills our present days, as it also does our future days. Thanks be to God; 
according to His mercy, He has given us new birth into a living hope, through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. 

 

  
Please pray for: 
 

• Those who grieve the deaths of loved ones, especially as they are related to the coronavirus 

• Laid off workers struggling to make ends meet  

• Those struggling with isolation, boredom, depression, anxiety or fears of the future 

• Those seeking efficient testing, treatment and prevention of COVID-19 
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