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Acts 5:29-42 

 
29 But Peter and the apostles 

answered, “We must obey God rather 
than men. 30 The God of our fathers 
raised Jesus, whom you killed by 
hanging him on a tree. 31 God exalted 
him at his right hand as Leader and 
Savior, to give repentance to Israel and 
forgiveness of sins. 32 And we are 
witnesses to these things, and so is the 
Holy Spirit, whom God has given to 
those who obey him.” 

33 When they heard this, they were 
enraged and wanted to kill them. 34 But 
a Pharisee in the council named 
Gamaliel, a teacher of the law held in 
honor by all the people, stood up and 
gave orders to put the men outside for 
a little while. 35 And he said to them, 
“Men of Israel, take care what you are 
about to do with these men. 36 For 
before these days Theudas rose up, 
claiming to be somebody, and a 
number of men, about four hundred, 
joined him. He was killed, and all who 
followed him were dispersed and came 
to nothing. 37 After him Judas the 
Galilean rose up in the days of the 
census and drew away some of the 
people after him. He too perished, and 
all who followed him were scattered. 
38 So in the present case I tell you, keep 
away from these men and let them 
alone, for if this plan or this 
undertaking is of man, it will fail; 39 but 
if it is of God, you will not be able to 
overthrow them. You might even be 
found opposing God!” So they took his 
advice, 40 and when they had called in 
the apostles, they beat them and 
charged them not to speak in the name 
of Jesus, and let them go. 41 Then they 
left the presence of the council, 
rejoicing that they were counted 
worthy to suffer dishonor for the 
name. 42 And every day, in the temple 
and from house to house, they did not 
cease teaching and preaching that the 
Christ is Jesus. 

 

 
Freedom of Speech 

 
The First Amendment of the US Constitution states, “Congress shall 

make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the 
right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government 
for a redress of grievances.” Whether we can recite this amendment or not, 
we know what is says and cherish the freedoms it gives. This amendment is 
important for Christians because it allows us to practice our religion without 
state interference. It allows us to assemble, when not ordered to practice 
social distancing, and preach and teach as conscience dictates. Because of 
this amendment we have a free press and due process of law in redressing 
grievances with our government. 

None of these rights were enjoyed by the citizens of first century 
Jerusalem. The disciples were forbidden, by the Jewish ruling council, to 
speak in the name of Jesus. In fact, they were arrested and then later beaten 
for doing just that. Yet, the disciples didn’t care. They did not appeal to their 
rights, but to God. We must obey God rather than men. The incendiary 
message, that got them into trouble, was: the God of our fathers raised 
Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree. Peter and the other 
Apostles were accusing their Jewish audience of killing the One God raised 
from the dead. This One turned out to be their Leader and Savior. At this 
point, they were not ashamed of having Jesus crucified, they felt righteous in 
doing so. He was, after all, a blasphemer, claiming to be God. What was 
most objectionable was that God raised Him from the dead. 

When mob mentality takes over, it is good that cool heads prevail. In this 
case, Gamaliel points out that Jesus wouldn’t be the first one who claimed a 
divine and noble cause. Theudas and Judas the Galilean before Him had 
ambitious and revolutionary goals that led to nothing. If Jesus is like them, 
nothing will come of Him either. Any undertaking of man will surely fail. 
However, if He truly is of God, nothing can stop Him. I suspect that Gamaliel 
believed this Jesus movement would quickly pass away. In this case he 
wasn’t defending Jesus or the disciples, only the notion of free speech. 

Yet, for the disciples, their speech wasn’t free. They were beaten for it 
and charged not to speak in Jesus’ name. This didn’t stop them. In fact, it 
was an honor to suffer for the name of Jesus. Such opposition only 
encouraged them all the more to teach and preach in the name of Jesus. 

We, in our country today enjoy freedom of speech. We will not be 
arrested or beaten for speaking the name of Jesus. We will not be put in 
prison for assembling in His name. We will not be crucified for speaking of 
repentance and the forgiveness of sins. In fact, as it have turned out through 
history, this message of Jesus is of God and cannot be overthrown. So, why 
are we reluctant to speak? We have the freedom to do so and we often 
chose not to. Of all people, we should exercise our first amendment rights—
the right to assemble in Jesus’ name and speak that Name to whomever will 
listen. Let us also, rejoice the we are counted worthy to suffer dishonor for 
the Name. 

 
Heavenly Father, through the resurrection from the dead, You declared Jesus 
both Leader and Savior. Give us Your Spirit, that with boldness, we do not 
cease to speak His name; through Your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

  
Please pray for: 
 

• Missionaries and evangelists who boldly speak the name of Jesus 

• Churches everywhere struggling to carry on mission and ministry despite social distancing 

• Our governmental leaders that they may be guided by wise council and the public welfare 

• Those who care for and treat those with the coronavirus 
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