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While we are staying home and staying safe, some people are 

finding they have more time on their hands than usual. I understand 

that a lot of people are baking bread, spring cleaning or doing home 

projects. Although, many of the things we might do at this time of year 

have been curtailed because we can’t get the gardening or building 

supplies we need. Do you need something to do? 

May I suggest spending some time in the Word. You can’t attend a 

Bible study or a small group discussion, face to face, but you can read 

the Bible at home. Now, where to start. Our Lutheran publishing house, 

Concordia Publishing House at www.cph.org  has some free online 

resources that may interests you. This is a time you may be able to do 

a Faith Course that requires some reading and a little writing. Working 

through a book or a study gives you focus and a sense of 

accomplishment when you are done. 

I have always found that some type of focused study helps me learn 

and expand my thinking. Currently, I have been reading Thirty Years 

That Changed the World: The Book of Acts for Today, by Michael 

Green. Green is an Oxford scholar who has studied the early church 

extensively. I appreciate his scholarly approach and the research 

behind this book. He will help me understand the book of Acts better. 

Since many of the first readings during the Easter season come from 

this book, it should enrich my preaching. 

Of course, you don’t need to read what I do. We all have different 

interests and abilities. The Bible and some form of Christian writing is 

accessible to everyone. For many of us Portals of Prayer has always 

been a staple. I would encourage you to continue with this little 

devotional. How about re-reading Luther’s Small Catechism? If you 

would really like to dig in, CPH is offering some free resources, for a 

time, at https://www.cph.org/t-bestill-study.aspx. They even have a 

course on the catechism that we are using with our Jr. Youth. 

When it comes to studying the Word, it doesn’t matter how or what 

you study, as long as you let God speak to you. We call the Word of 

God a means of grace, because it is what God uses to bring us 

forgiveness, life and salvation. With His Word the Holy Spirit 

strengthens our faith and assists us in living the Christian life. There is 

no downside to studying God’s Word. So, if you have the time, or if you 

don’t, make the time, read the Bible and hear what God has to say to 

you. 
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