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Colossians 3:1-4 

 
If then you have been raised with 

Christ, seek the things that are above, 
where Christ is, seated at the right 
hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things 
that are above, not on things that are 
on earth. 3 For you have died, and your 
life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When 
Christ who is your life appears, then 
you also will appear with him in glory. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lord of glory, You died, rose and 
ascended to the right hand of God, in 
order to exalt us above the earth, 
beyond sin and death. Enable us by 
Your Spirit’s power to set our mind on 
things above and live to honor and 
glorify You, who lives and reigns 
eternally. Amen. 

 
Raised with Christ 

 
As you can probably imagine, my wife and I have attended a lot of 

ceremonies over the years. They include sport’s banquets, homecoming 
celebrations, High School graduations, college graduations, and wedding 
ceremonies. Whenever we do it seems that, as parents, we always get some 
recognition or preferential treatment. Maybe there are reserved seats for 
the parents, or our names are mentioned as the parents of. Very often 
people will congratulate us on our son or daughter’s accomplishments. It is 
not unusual for me to think, “why I am I being mentioned or recognize or 
congratulated, I didn’t do anything?” It’s like I’m riding on my child’s 
coattails. It is status by association. 

According to Paul in this text, that is the way it is with our connection to 
Christ. We did not die and rise from the dead, He did. Yet, Paul writes, you 
have been raised with Christ. We did not ascend to the right hand of God, He 
did. Yet, we are encouraged to set our minds on things above. We will not 
return on the Last Day in glory, He will. Yet, you also will appear with him in 
glory. Truly, we are riding on Jesus’ coattails. By association, because Christ 
died, we have died. Because Christ was raised from the dead, we are raised 
with Christ. Because Christ is seated at the right hand of God, we are part of 
the kingdom of God. Because Christ will return in glory, we will appear in 
glory with Him. 

But we didn’t do anything. That’s right, we did nothing to gain such an 
exalted status before God. It is purely by grace, through the merits of Christ. 
This status, these blessings, have all become ours through Baptism. Paul 
writes, for in Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith. For as many 
of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ (Gal. 3:26-27). This is 
more than riding on coattails, it is being covered in the entire coat. In our 
Baptism, Christ covers us with the robe of His righteousness. All that is His, 
becomes ours—forgiveness, life and salvation. 

With such exalted status, Paul’s admonition only makes sense, seek the 
things that are above … Set your minds on things that are above, not on 
things that are on earth. We should not live like ordinary people, because we 
are not ordinary people. We are God’s people, brothers and sister of Christ. 
We live on the earth, but we are not of the earth. In the world, but not of 
the world. Our lives are hidden with Christ in God. 

When we attend a celebration to honor our sons and daughters, we 
dress and act appropriately, even with pride, because we do not want to 
embarrass them or distract from their honor. As part of God’s family, 
honored by association, we desire to live in such as way that He is honored 
and glorified. 

 

  
Please pray for: 
 

• Farmers, who have begun in earnest, to grow the food we need to live 

• Those who suffer from depression and are struggling during this present crisis 

• National, state and local governmental leaders working hard to protect us 

• Those on the front lines of research seeking cures and vaccinations for COVID-19 
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