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Acts 10:34-43 

 
34 So Peter opened his mouth and 

said: “Truly I understand that God 
shows no partiality, 35 but in every 
nation anyone who fears him and does 
what is right is acceptable to him. 36 As 
for the word that he sent to Israel, 
preaching good news of peace through 
Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), 37 you 
yourselves know what happened 
throughout all Judea, beginning from 
Galilee after the baptism that John 
proclaimed: 38 how God anointed Jesus 
of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and 
with power. He went about doing good 
and healing all who were oppressed by 
the devil, for God was with him. 39 And 
we are witnesses of all that he did both 
in the country of the Jews and in 
Jerusalem. They put him to death by 
hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised 
him on the third day and made him to 
appear, 41 not to all the people but to 
us who had been chosen by God as 
witnesses, who ate and drank with him 
after he rose from the dead. 42 And he 
commanded us to preach to the people 
and to testify that he is the one 
appointed by God to be judge of the 
living and the dead. 43 To him all the 
prophets bear witness that everyone 
who believes in him receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

 
 

Gracious God, You appointed Jesus to 
bear our sin and be our Savior. Through 
His resurrection victory we have life. 
Anoint us with Your Spirit that we 
might bear witness to Jesus in our lives; 
for You live with the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 
Appointed by God 

 
You have probably seen the slapstick comedy routine where the 

sergeant, coach or teacher needs a volunteer; usually for an unpleasant task. 
He calls for all volunteers to step forward. At this point, all but one clueless 
soul steps backward, leaving one hapless volunteer. This happens, not just in 
comedy routines, but in a way, in daily life. You might be at a meeting and 
the chairman asks for a volunteer to serve as the secretary and someone 
says, “I nominate John.” Immediately someone seconds the nomination and 
before John can say, “I can’t type,” everyone says, “Aye.” We all remember 
the classroom when the teacher asks a question and everyone looks down, 
not wanting to be called upon. 

In this text we are told that God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy 
Spirit and with power. Also, that Jesus is the one appointed by God to be 
judge of the living and the dead. This is the kind of anointing, appointing or 
volunteering none of us would want. It seems to start out alright. Anointed 
with the Spirit He went about doing good and healing all who were 
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. But then things got ugly. They 
put him to death by hanging him on a tree. What Jesus was appointed to do 
was die by crucifixion. As the anointed One (Christos, in the Greek), Jesus 
was designated at the Man to take the place of all men (in every nation), 
bearing their sin. Although His death on the cross was at the hands of His 
haters, it was God who sent Him into harms way, to pay the penalty of us all. 
Suffering and dying with the weight of the world and the judgment of God 
on His head is not an assignment any of us would want or be able to 
perform. 

To affirm the success of His mission and receive it for the sake of the 
world, God raised him on the third day. The resurrection of Jesus on Easter 
morning is evidence that His mission was accomplished. God has accepted 
Christ’s payment for our benefit. Because of Jesus, His death and 
resurrection, we are forgiven and saved. To him all the prophets bear witness 
that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his 
name. 

This is not the end of the story. Jesus appeared to those who had been 
chosen by God as witnesses.  Peter goes on to explain, he commanded us to 
preach to the people and to testify that he is the one. Those first century 
eyewitnesses to Jesus’ resurrection had an important and awesome job. 
And, so do we. We were chosen by God, anointed with the Spirit in our 
baptism and appointed to bear witness to Christ. Like any witness, we simply 
tell what we know. Christ is risen and He lives and reigns with and for us. 
Thanks be to God! 

 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• Small businesses that have had to close due to the coronavirus 

• The sick and hospitalized who are suffering, sometimes without family support 

• The grieving who cannot have a funeral for their loved ones to gain closer 

• A cure and vaccine for COVID-19 
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