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John 20:1-18 

 
Now on the first day of the week Mary 

Magdalene came to the tomb early, while it was 
still dark, and saw that the stone had been taken 
away from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to 
Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom 
Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken 
the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know 
where they have laid him.” 3 So Peter went out 
with the other disciple, and they were going 
toward the tomb. 4 Both of them were running 
together, but the other disciple outran Peter and 
reached the tomb first. 5 And stooping to look in, 
he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did not 
go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and 
went into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying 
there, 7 and the face cloth, which had been on 
Jesus' head, not lying with the linen cloths but 
folded up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other 
disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also 
went in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they 
did not understand the Scripture, that he must rise 
from the dead. 10 Then the disciples went back to 
their homes. 

11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, 
and as she wept she stooped to look into the 
tomb. 12 And she saw two angels in white, sitting 
where the body of Jesus had lain, one at the head 
and one at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, 
why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They 
have taken away my Lord, and I do not know 
where they have laid him.” 14 Having said this, she 
turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she did 
not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to 
her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are 
you seeking?” Supposing him to be the gardener, 
she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, 
tell me where you have laid him, and I will take 
him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned 
and said to him in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which 
means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not cling 
to me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; 
but go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am 
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my 
God and your God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene went and 
announced to the disciples, “I have seen the 
Lord”—and that he had said these things to her. 

 

 
Your Father 

 
One of the most famous lines in all the Star Wars movies, if not 

cinematic history, is in the Empire Strikes Back. The great reveal 
comes when Darth Vader says to Luke Skywalker, “I am your 
father.” If I could only write those words the way James Earl 
Jones speaks them, it would be more dramatic. Do you think Luke 
was happy to finally discover who his father was? He thought his 
father was dead, but now he knows he is alive. However, now he 
knows his father isn’t the man he thought he was. Ambivalence, 
confusion, disappointment, fear, joy, relief—what would be the 
proper emotion? 

I have known my father my whole life. By the grace of God, he 
is still with us and doing well and is the same man I have always 
known. I know that this is not the case for everyone. Many grow 
up either without a father or not knowing who he is. Others had a 
father that was abusive or critical or distant or absent. Regardless 
of the failings and shortcomings of earthly father, our Heavenly 
Father is loving and protective and always present. 

So, how do you think Mary felt when the resurrected Jesus 
said to her, “go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending 
to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God?’” Did you 
catch these words of Jesus? Despite their unbelief, denial, 
betrayal and spiritual immaturity, Jesus calls the disciples, “my 
brothers.” He is one with them, as a brother. He doesn’t deny 
them or disassociate Himself from them. He calls them brothers. 
Also, He says to all His followers, “my Father and your Father, my 
God and your God.” We share the same God and Father with 
Jesus. He is our Brother and His Father is our Father. We are part 
of the same family. There is nothing that can separate us. It is as 
Paul says, I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor 
rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord (Rom. 
8:38-39). 

“Luke, Mary, Peter, John, Fred, Susan, you reader of these 
notes, I AM YOUR FATHER,” says our God in heaven. “I AM YOUR 
BROTHER,” says Jesus who rose from the dead. Because of Easter 
we are all in the family, God’s family! Alleluia, Christ is risen! 

 
 

Loving Father, You sent Your Son into the world to be our Brother. 
Now that He has conquered sin and death on our behalf, we are 
all part of Your eternal family. Help us to love each other, as You 
have loved us; for You live and reign with the Son and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• Those who are anxious about the spread of the coronavirus and the health threat it poses 

• Students and teachers endeavoring to continue education online 

• Those who are unable to keep up with routine chores on their own, without help 

• Those who are working to care for the sick 
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