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1 Corinthians 15:1-11 

 
Now I would remind you, brothers, of the 

gospel I preached to you, which you 
received, in which you stand, 2 and by 
which you are being saved, if you hold fast to 
the word I preached to you—unless you 
believed in vain. 

3 For I delivered to you as of first 
importance what I also received: that Christ 
died for our sins in accordance with the 
Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was 
raised on the third day in accordance with the 
Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, 
then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared to 
more than five hundred brothers at one time, 
most of whom are still alive, though some 
have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared 
to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, 
as to one untimely born, he appeared also to 
me. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, 
unworthy to be called an apostle, because I 
persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the 
grace of God I am what I am, and his grace 
toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I 
worked harder than any of them, though it 
was not I, but the grace of God that is with 
me. 11 Whether then it was I or they, so we 
preach and so you believed. 

 
 

Gracious God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by raising Him from the dead You 
acknowledged and received His sacrifice on 
the cross in payment for our sin and the sin of 
the world. Grant us Your grace, that by the 
working of the Holy Spirit, we might believe 
this Gospel and be saved. For You live and 
reign, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
He Appeared 

 
Does COVID-19 really exist? If you follow Facebook, you have 

probably read some conspiracy theorists who say that the whole 
thing is a hoax. Maybe it is perpetrated by those who stand to gain 
financially from the panic, like companies making hand sanitizer or 
toilet paper or face masks. Or, maybe some other country is trying to 
weaken the western world by creating fake news. Maybe it’s the 
Democrats trying to discredit the president or maybe it’s the 
Republicans trying to take the attention off the presidential 
campaign. Another thought, this coronavirus is real, but the dangers 
are blown way out of proportion. It’s more like the flu or common 
cold; people dying would die anyway. 

You get the idea, when something bizarre and unbelievable 
happens there are those who will not believe or will try to find an 
alternative explanation. It was that way after Jesus rose from dead. 
Already the same day that Jesus rose false reports began to circulate. 
The disciples stole the body (Matt. 28:11-15) was the first alternative 
story. Many others followed, like Jesus wasn’t really dead when they 
put Him in the tomb or it wasn’t really Jesus on the cross, it was 
another man or Jesus died, but He had a double who came along and 
claimed he was the risen Jesus. 

That Jesus was dead, could easily have been proven had someone 
produced the corpse. No one did. In fact, as Paul points out, Jesus 
was seen by many people, over 500 at one time. When Paul wrote to 
the Corinthians, 20 years after the resurrection, he said that most of 
those were still alive, go talk to them. By the way, in the 20 years 
between the resurrection and this letter of Paul, no one could 
disprove the Easter miracle, although many tried. I might also add, 
that by then, many had died confessing their faith in the living Christ. 
Why would anyone die for a myth? 

The truth of the resurrection, Paul says, is of first importance. With 
a credal formula Paul explains, Christ died for our sins in accordance 
with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the 
third day in accordance with the Scriptures. Not only are these truths 
demonstrated by eyewitness accounts, they are also in fulfillment of 
Scripture. These saving events were foretold in the Hebrew Scriptures 
(Old Testament) and are perfectly in line with the faith handed down 
to the saints. The New Testament faith, our faith, did not arise out of 
thin air or some conspiracy theory or myth, it is grounded in precise 
predictive prophecy and physical, demonstrative, historical facts. 

It is this Gospel that Paul preaches and by the grace of God we 
believe and are saved. In it we take our stand. Christ is risen! He is 
risen, indeed. Alleluia! 

 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• Those who are in nursing homes and hospitals isolated from their families 

• The CDC and governmental agencies working to manage the coronavirus pandemic 

• Our nation’s economy that it might recover quickly 

• Researchers seeking a cure and vaccine for COVID-19 
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