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Psalm 118:15-29 

 
Glad songs of salvation 
    are in the tents of the righteous: 
“The right hand of the Lord does valiantly, 
16     the right hand of the Lord exalts, 
    the right hand of the Lord does valiantly!” 
17 I shall not die, but I shall live, 
    and recount the deeds of the Lord. 
18 The Lord has disciplined me severely, 
    but he has not given me over to death. 
19 Open to me the gates of righteousness, 
    that I may enter through them 
    and give thanks to the Lord. 
20 This is the gate of the Lord; 
    the righteous shall enter through it. 
21 I thank you that you have answered me 
    and have become my salvation. 
22 The stone that the builders rejected 
    has become the cornerstone.  
23 This is the Lord's doing; 
    it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24 This is the day that the Lord has made; 
    let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
25 Save us, we pray, O Lord! 
    O Lord, we pray, give us success! 
26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of 
the Lord! 
    We bless you from the house of the Lord. 
27 The Lord is God, 
    and he has made his light to shine upon us. 
Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, 
    up to the horns of the altar! 
28 You are my God, and I will give thanks to 
you; 
    you are my God; I will extol you. 
29 Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
    for his steadfast love endures forever! 
 

 
This Is the Day the Lord has Made 

 
I don’t know about you, but one day looks a lot like the last when 

you are sheltered in place. A person can’t go anywhere or do anything 
away from home. What you can do at home is limited, if you can’t 
pick up building or craft materials, landscaping or garden supplies. 
You can only watch so much TV or read so many books before you 
need a change of pace. In our house, we seem to be occupying 
ourselves with cooking and cleaning, the result of 4 extra grown 
children sheltered at our house. 

Nevertheless, “This is the day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and 
be glad in it!” We can easily see why this psalm is appointed for 
Easter Day. Of all the days the Lord has made, are there any greater, 
more life altering, history changing than Easter day? It was the day 
Christ rose from the dead to glad songs of salvation. The right hand of 
the Lord does valiantly. With His right and left hands, He was nailed to 
the cross, but as a figurative expression, the right hand of the Lord 
conquered the enemies of sin and death. Why, because our Savior 
shall not die, but I shall live. Although the Lord had disciplined Christ 
most severely because He took the punishment for our sin, he has not 
given (Him) over to death. So now, as it turns out, the stone the 
builders rejected has become the cornerstone. This is the Lord’s doing; 
it is marvelous in our eyes. 

Yesterday may not have seemed like any Easter celebration we 
have ever experienced, but it was a day of celebration, nevertheless. 
We are blessed in the name of the Lord because we know that His 
saving work was for us. He was delivered up for our trespasses and 
raised for our justification (Rom. 4:25). The resurrection of Christ 
from the dead is, for us, the promise of everlasting days. 

Christ is risen - Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his 
steadfast love endures forever! 

 
We thank You, victorious Lord, for the suffering and death You 
endured to pay for our sins and the resurrection victory You 
accomplished to make us right with God; in Your holy name we pray. 
Amen. 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• Those who do not have the resurrection hope in Christ that they might come to know Him 

• Our local community as it endures these strange times 

• Those who are laid off and struggling to afford daily living 

• Those working to stem the coronavirus pandemic 
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