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Easter Sunday is the highlight of the Church Year. It is the grandest 

celebration in the church. On this day we commemorate the 
resurrection victory of Christ, who conquered sin and death, once and 
for all, for you and me. Traditionally, churches pull out all the stops for 
this worship celebration. There are trumpets and choirs, Gospel 
processionals and Holy Communion, there are Easter lilies and banners. 
If there is a way to make this a celebration grand and glorious, it is 
done. 

If you are like most Christians, you do not ever remember a time 
when you were not in church Easter morning, save some unfortunate 
circumstance. But this year, all around the world, churches will be 
empty. We are in the middle of a coronavirus pandemic that is 
preventing us from being near one another. Easter celebrations will not 
cease, and God’s people will not be kept silent. Just as little as sin and 
death could keep Jesus in the tomb, so impossible it is for a virus to 
keep us from acknowledging Jesus as our crucified and risen Savior. 
Even though we cannot sit next to each other in our churches, we can 
be united as one in our celebration. The common confession of the 
church will still ring out—Christ is risen. He is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 

We will get through this social distancing, sheltering in place, 
pandemic mitigating requirement. We will be together again in church 
to sing praises to our Lord and King. The church has always recognized 
every Sunday as a celebration of Easter. It is the Lord’s Day, the day of 
resurrection. The risen and living Lord comes to us wherever two or 
three are gathered together in His name. He is present in the Word, in 
the waters of baptism and with His body and blood in the bread and 
wine. He speaks to us of sins forgiven and mercy and grace in our daily 
walk of life. As Jesus lives, so do we! 

Let us continue to keep the feast, in sincerity and truth. Although 
we aren’t physically together, we are one in faith. We can participate 
with Christians around the world, watching services and hearing the 
Good News via the internet. We can take up the Scriptures and written 
messages to read about the wonderful works of God. We can join in 
prayers of thanksgiving for forgiveness and salvation, and on behalf of 
the needs of our fellow man. We can worship anew with heart and 
hand and voice. 

We will not be silenced. We will not be constrained. The message 
of Easter will be proclaimed. The Good News of Christ’s victory on 
behalf of the world rings out as loud and clear as ever. 

Christ is risen. He is risen, indeed! Alleluia! 


