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Isaiah 52:13 – 53:12 
Behold, my servant shall act wisely;  
    he shall be high and lifted up, 
    and shall be exalted. 
14 As many were astonished at you— 
    his appearance was so marred, beyond human 
semblance, 
    and his form beyond that of the children of mankind— 
15 so shall he sprinkle many nations. 
    Kings shall shut their mouths because of him, 
for that which has not been told them they see, 
    and that which they have not heard they understand. 
53 Who has believed what he has heard from us?  
    And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 
2 For he grew up before him like a young plant, 
    and like a root out of dry ground; 
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, 
    and no beauty that we should desire him. 
3 He was despised and rejected by men, 
    a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief;  
and as one from whom men hide their faces 
    he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 
4 Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; 
yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and 
afflicted. 
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions; 
    he was crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 
    and with his wounds we are healed. 
6 All we like sheep have gone astray; 
    we have turned—every one—to his own way; 
and the Lord has laid on him 
    the iniquity of us all. 

7 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 
    yet he opened not his mouth; 
like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 
    and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 
    so he opened not his mouth. 
8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away; 
    and as for his generation, who considered 
that he was cut off out of the land of the living, 
    stricken for the transgression of my people? 
9 And they made his grave with the wicked 
    and with a rich man in his death, 
although he had done no violence, 
    and there was no deceit in his mouth. 
10 Yet it was the will of the Lord to crush him; he has put 
him to grief; when his soul makes an offering for guilt, 
    he shall see his offspring; he shall prolong his days; 
the will of the Lord shall prosper in his hand. 
11 Out of the anguish of his soul he shall see and be 
satisfied; 
by his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, 
    make many to be accounted righteous, 
    and he shall bear their iniquities. 
12 Therefore I will divide him a portion with the many,  
    and he shall divide the spoil with the strong,  
because he poured out his soul to death 
    and was numbered with the transgressors; 
yet he bore the sin of many, 
    and makes intercession for the transgressors. 

Pierced for Our Transgressions 
We are all, by nature, self-centered. We ourselves are 

what occupy most of our thoughts throughout the day. If 
we are hungry, we eat. If we are cold, we cover up. If we 
are tired, we go to sleep. If we are lonely, we find 
someone to talk to. If we are bored, we change the 
scenery. If someone annoys us, we ignore her. If someone 
angers us, we criticize him. None of this is a surprise. We 
can only see the world through our own eyes. We hear the 
world with our own ears. We feel the world with our own 
hands and experience the world with our own emotions. 

Generally, this self-centeredness is not a problem; in 
fact, it is necessary. Evolutionary biologists say it has to do 
with self-preservation which lead to a preservation of the 
species. However, when we are infringing on the self of 
another, if we are putting our desires and needs ahead of 
other people, if we are neglecting our neighbor for the 
sake of our own comfort, we are sinning. Augustine, and 
later Luther, referred to this as incurvatus in se (curved in 
on oneself). They used this expression to describe living 
one’s life turned inward, for the self, rather than outward, 
for God and one’s neighbor. If Luther were to live in our 
time, he would say to us, “It’s not about you!” 

This text from Isaiah 52 and 53 tells a different story. 
This prophecy is maybe the best description of Good 
Friday in all of Scripture. It is about the Messiah, the 
Suffering Servant. We see from this description of Jesus, 
that He truly was not thinking of Himself as He suffered 
and died. He was thinking of us! He was suffering and 
dying in our place. For Jesus, it was excurvatus ex se, 
(curved outward, away from oneself), life lived outward. 
For Jesus, Good Friday wasn’t about Him. It was about us. 
He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows. He was 
pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our 
iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us 
peace, and with his wounds we are healed. 

Isaiah is describing the vicarious (substitutionary) 
atonement. Jesus suffered for us, He took responsibility 
for us, He died for us. He set aside His own needs, His own  
desires, His own honor and glory, in order to do for us 
what we could not do for ourselves. For Jesus, it was all 
about us. The Righteous for the unrighteous, the Sinless 
for the sinners, the Holy for the unholy, that we might be 
right before God. What a blessed exchange has taken 
place—Jesus for us! 

 
Lord Jesus, You gave up Your life, standing in our place 
under the judgment of God, that we might be forgiven and 
redeemed. Grant us Your Spirit to trust in Your saving work 
and to praise Your saving name. Amen. 
 
Please pray for: 
 

• Those who don’t know Jesus as their Savior 

• Christians everywhere who worship their Lord 

• Governments working to control COVID-19 

• Our loved ones we miss seeing and hugging 
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