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John 13:1-17 
Now before the Feast of the 

Passover, when Jesus knew that his 
hour had come to depart out of this 
world to the Father, having loved his 
own who were in the world, he loved 
them to the end. 2 During supper, 
when the devil had already put it into 
the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, 
to betray him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the 
Father had given all things into his 
hands, and that he had come from God 
and was going back to God, 4 rose from 
supper. He laid aside his outer 
garments, and taking a towel, tied it 
around his waist. 5 Then he poured 
water into a basin and began to wash 
the disciples' feet and to wipe them 
with the towel that was wrapped 
around him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, 
who said to him, “Lord, do you wash 
my feet?” 7 Jesus answered him, “What 
I am doing you do not understand now, 
but afterward you will 
understand.” 8 Peter said to him, “You 
shall never wash my feet.” Jesus 
answered him, “If I do not wash you, 
you have no share with me.” 9 Simon 
Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet 
only but also my hands and my 
head!” 10 Jesus said to him, “The one 
who has bathed does not need to 
wash, except for his feet, but is 
completely clean. And you are 
clean, but not every one of you.” 11 For 
he knew who was to betray him; that 
was why he said, “Not all of you are 
clean.” 

12 When he had washed their feet 
and put on his outer garments and 
resumed his place, he said to 
them, “Do you understand what I have 
done to you? 13 You call me Teacher 
and Lord, and you are right, for so I 
am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, 
have washed your feet, you also ought 
to wash one another's feet. 15 For I have 
given you an example, that you also 
should do just as I have done to 
you. 16 Truly, truly, I say to you, a 
servant is not greater than his master, 
nor is a messenger greater than the 
one who sent him. 17 If you know these 
things, blessed are you if you do them.  

Blessed are Those who Do Them 
Most people aspire to do better. If they start out as a busboy, they aspire 

to be a server. If a server, they aspire to be a manager. If a manager, they 
aspire to be an owner. I worked the loading docks at a grocery warehouse, 
on midnights, one summer. It was a dead-end job, that nearly anyone could 
do. The people I worked with hated their job and couldn’t wait to clock out 
at the end of the shift. As I worked, I thought frequently, “this is why I am in 
college.” I did not aspire to do, what I thought at the time, was a menial, 
dead-end job. I aspired to do more. When Frederick Douglass was working as 
a slave he was also learning how to read and aspiring to do more with his 
life. He eventually escaped slavery, never to do menial, backbreaking work 
again. 

When Jesus was in the upper room with His disciples celebrating the 
Passover meal, on what we now call Maundy Thursday, His disciples had high 
aspirations. They all knew that they were hand chosen by Jesus to be part of 
His kingdom. They had grand visions about what that would be like. Just 
after Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper, Luke tells us, A dispute also arose 
among them, as to which of them was to be regarded as the greatest (Lk. 
22:24). We should probably not be too critical of the disciples because this is 
also the way we think. “Let someone else to the menial work. Let someone 
else be the servant. I did my time; I paid my dues; I don’t want to do that 
type of work anymore.” 

If it is a matter of status, Jesus surely should not have washed His 
disciple’s feet. He was their Lord and Master. He is the very Son of God, 
Creator of the world. Even from the point of view of His human nature, He 
was the teacher, the distinguished rabbi. There is no doubt, He was the 
leader of their group. If feet need to be washed, get a servant to do it. If 
nothing else, why not one of the Twelve, what about Bartholomew or 
Thaddaeus, they don’t seem that important? 

Instead, Jesus takes the basin of water and the towel and washes His 
disciples’ feet. Kneeling on the hard floor, with the dirty, smelly, calloused 
feet of His disciples in His hands, Jesus serves. Completing this unpleasant 
task, Jesus says, “Do you understand what I have done to you? 13 You call 
me Teacher and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and 
Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet.”  

Clearly there is something significant here. Jesus is setting an example on 
this most sacred night. His mind is focused on His impending arrest, trial and 
crucifixion. Yet, before all of that, He wants His disciples to understand what 
it means to follow Him. Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is not greater than 
his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. Jesus’ 
disciples are His servants, His messengers. So are we. 

How are we to wash each other’s feet? What does it mean to be a 
servant, “to have the mind that is in Christ Jesus (Phil. 2:5)?” It starts with 
attitude. Our goal is to imitate Christ. If feet need washing, we wash them. If 
it’s the dishes or the laundry or the windows, we wash them. If the lawn 
needs mowing or the trash needs setting out or the oil needs changing, we 
do it. There is no task beneath us, too demeaning, too objectionable, that we 
do not roll up our sleeves and do it. 

If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them. As disciples, our 
aspiration is to be like Jesus. 

 
Lord Jesus, give to us a servant’s heart, that we might follow Your example 
and live as Your disciples; for You reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Please pray for: 

• Our president and his advisors that they lead us through this national crisis 

• Teachers, parents and students who are educating and learning in the home 

• Pastors, church workers and lay leaders working to serve members with the Gospel 

• Residents, workers and administrators of elder care centers working to keep the vulnerable safe 
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