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Philippians 2:5-11 

 
5 Have this mind among 

yourselves, which is yours in Christ 
Jesus, 6 who, though he was in the 
form of God, did not count equality 
with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but 
emptied himself, by taking the form 
of a servant, being born in the 
likeness of men. 8 And being found 
in human form, he humbled himself 
by becoming obedient to the point 
of death, even death on a cross. 
9 Therefore God has highly exalted 
him and bestowed on him the name 
that is above every name, 10 so that 
at the name of Jesus every knee 
should bow, in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth, 11 and every 
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, although You are 
very God of very God, You took the 
form of a servant, that You might 
earn for us eternal salvation. Give us 
the same mind of humble 
servanthood, that we might set 
aside our pride for the sake of others 
and exalt Your holy name. Amen. 

 
Humble Servant 

 
We know the expression, “Well, that was humbling.” A dignitary is invited 

to throw out the first pitch at a baseball game. He winds up, attempting to 
impress the crowd, and throws the ball into the dirt, far short of the target. The 
guest speaker is introduced and invited up to the podium, only to trip on a cord 
as he approaches the microphone. We bump into one of our church 
acquaintances at the store and confidently call him by the wrong name. These 
experiences are humbling, if not embarrassing as well. 

Very often we are humbled when we are confronted with our limitations. 
We discover, often in front of onlookers, that we are not as smart or as polished 
or as talented as we think, or would like others to think, we are. Almost always, 
this humiliation comes involuntarily. Given the choice, we would be exalted, 
recognized or praised, not humbled. 

Yet, this text tells us that Jesus humbled Himself. It says, He emptied 
himself, by taking the form of a servant. Jesus, who is very God of very God, 
holding all the power and prerogatives of God, emptied Himself to be a servant. 
The Almighty God, creator of heaven and earth, was born in the likeness of 
men. The teacher became the student. The doctor became the patient. The king 
became the subject. The judge became the convicted. In every respect, all the 
privileges rightly possessed by Jesus, were given up and denied. 

So deep was the humiliation of Jesus that He was obedient to the point of 
death, even death on a cross. There was no greater humility, no greater depths, 
no greater indignity and shame, than death on a cross. Not only was this form 
of death excruciatingly painful and intensely humiliating, it also indicated that 
one was cursed by God. Deuteronomy 21 says, “And if a man has committed a 
crime punishable by death and he is put to death, and you hang him on a 
tree, 23 his body shall not remain all night on the tree, but you shall bury him the 
same day, for a hanged man is cursed by God.” 

Why would the Son of God empty Himself, become a servant and submit 
to the curse of God? In another place Paul answers that question. 13 Christ 
redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us—for it is 
written, “Cursed is everyone who is hanged on a tree (Gal. 3).” For us! Jesus 
humbled Himself, emptied Himself, became a servant, died on a cross, was 
cursed by God—for us. In all things, under the law and on the cross, Jesus took 
our place. He did for us what we could not do for ourselves. The Exalted One 
was humbled, so the humble ones would be exalted. 

O love, how deep, how broad, how high, 
   Beyond all thought and fantasy, 
That God, the Son of God, should take 
   Our mortal form for mortal’s sake! (LSB 544, Thomas á Kempis) 
 

  
Please pray for: 
 

• Children trying to learn at home and understand this uncertain world 

• Farmers and retailers who supply our food 

• Epidemiologists and researchers seeking answers to the coronavirus pandemic 

• Our neighbors who are feeling isolated and alone 
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