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Isaiah 50:4-9a 

 
The Lord God has given me 

    the tongue of those who are 
taught, 
that I may know how to sustain with 
a word 
    him who is weary. 
Morning by morning he awakens; 
    he awakens my ear 
    to hear as those who are taught. 
5 The Lord God has opened my ear, 
    and I was not rebellious; 
    I turned not backward. 
6 I gave my back to those who strike, 
    and my cheeks to those who pull 
out the beard; 
I hid not my face 
    from disgrace and spitting. 

7 But the Lord God helps me; 
    therefore I have not been 
disgraced; 
therefore I have set my face like a 
flint, 
    and I know that I shall not be put 
to shame. 
8     He who vindicates me is near. 
Who will contend with me? 
    Let us stand up together. 
Who is my adversary? 
    Let him come near to me. 
9 Behold, the Lord God helps me; 
    who will declare me guilty? 
 

 

 
Obedient Servant 

 
One thing that both parents and teachers know well is that one should 

never compare one child to another. It is not right or fair to say, “You should be 
more like your older sister.” Or, “Why can’t you be more like Billy.” On the 
other hand, comparing everyone to the same standard or having the same 
expectations for everyone is fair. The rules of the house or the classroom apply 
to all equally. 

In this chapter of Isaiah, the Servant of the Lord is being compared to the 
rebellious children of Israel. This Servant is the Messiah, the ideal Child of God. 
He is one who listens to God, indeed is eager to be taught. The Israelites were 
rebellious and often turned their back on God. The Messiah would be one who 
is not rebellious and does not turn away from whatever He must suffer. 

In this messianic prophecy we see Jesus in His passion. He gave His back to 
those who strike with whips and sticks. He was beaten and bloodied to the 
point of being unable to carry His own cross. He endured the pain and indignity 
of those who pulled out the beard. He was disgraced and spat upon, mocked 
and ridiculed. Yet, He set His face like flint, to journey to Jerusalem and the 
cross. He trusted that His Father would vindicate Him, that God would help 
Him. 

This is our big Brother that we should look too for example and inspiration. 
He is the model of an obedient child. But He is also the One we look to for 
forgiveness and grace. Because He took our place and full responsibility for us, 
we are the ones declared—not guilty! Through Him we are vindicated and not 
put to shame. With His word we, who are weary, are sustained. 

As our model of obedience, let us seek to imitate Jesus. To listen and be 
taught. To open our ears and hear the Word. To use our words to encourage 
the weary. How can your words help those around you who are weary? What 
can you say to them? What can you say to those who would disgrace or shame 
you? What suffering can you endure, knowing that with Christ you stand 
together? 

 
Dear heavenly Father, we are rebellious children, not listening to Your Word or 
walking in Your ways. For the sake of Your holy Son, Jesus, forgive us all our sins 
and lead us to lives that obediently serve You and bless our neighbor; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. Amen. 
 

  
Please pray for: 
 

• Those working to bring online worship to the members of their church during the stay at home order 

• Those who are sick, suffering and fearful of death 

• Those who work in delivery services and are being taxed and put in vulnerable positions 

• A faster than expected deliverance from this coronavirus 
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