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Psalm 118:19-29 

 
Open to me the gates of 

righteousness, 
    that I may enter through them 
    and give thanks to the Lord. 
20 This is the gate of the Lord; 
    the righteous shall enter through it. 
21 I thank you that you have answered me 
    and have become my salvation. 
22 The stone that the builders rejected 
    has become the cornerstone.  
23 This is the Lord's doing; 
    it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24 This is the day that the Lord has made; 
    let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

25 Save us, we pray, O Lord! 
    O Lord, we pray, give us success! 

26 Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord! 
    We bless you from the house of 
the Lord. 
27 The Lord is God, 
    and he has made his light to shine 
upon us. 
Bind the festal sacrifice with cords, 
    up to the horns of the altar! 

28 You are my God, and I will give 
thanks to you; 
    you are my God; I will extol you. 
29 Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is 
good; 
    for his steadfast love endures forever! 

 

 
The Cornerstone 

 
We don’t build buildings out of stones much anymore. We usually 

construct residential buildings out of lumber and commercial buildings out 
of steel. So, maybe we have forgotten how important the cornerstone is. 
As it is described it sits in the corner of the building. From that point the 
building is built. It needs to be true to the east and the west horizontally so 
that the building has nice 90% angles. It needs to be plumb up and down 
vertically so that the building doesn’t lean one direction or another. If the 
cornerstone isn’t right, the building isn’t right. 

This psalm is one of the hymns that was sung as the faithful pilgrims 
made their way up to the temple. It was one of the Hallel psalms (Ps. 113-
118), used especially to mark the beginning and ending of the Passover 
celebration. It is fitting that it is quoted on Palm Sunday when Jesus 
entered Jerusalem. This was the day the Passover Festival began, when the 
lamb was selected and set aside for sacrifice later in the week. As it turns 
out, the Passover Lamb was Jesus. 

As the pilgrims entered the temple compound (the gates of 
righteousness) for worship they would have been impressed by the size 
and structure of the building. The Bible's description of 
Solomon's temple suggests that the inside ceiling was 180 feet long, 90 
feet wide, and 50 feet high. The highest point on the temple that King 
Solomon built was about 20 stories or about 207 feet. Some of the stones 
were estimated at 160,000 lbs. (80 tons). 

Stones that couldn’t be hewn to true angles and be solid enough to 
hold up a massive building would be rejected. The Jews rejected Jesus 
because they didn’t believe He was the true Messiah. They didn’t believe 
they could build their faith and life on what He taught. But the stone the 
builders rejected, has become the Cornerstone. Jesus is the Cornerstone of 
the church, the kingdom of God. He alone can carry the weight of our 
salvation. Only He can give us the strength and shape we need for our lives 
in His kingdom. 

In a day and age when people want to build their lives and hope on 
jobs and money, medicine and health, achievement and recognition we 
need a cornerstone that will stay true. We need Jesus as our Cornerstone. 
He provides the security we need in this life and the promise of salvation 
for the one to come. Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 
    for his steadfast love endures forever! 

 

  
Please pray for: 
 

• The people of New York that continues to struggle with the coronavirus 

• Those who are unable to have proper funerals for their loved ones 

• The supply chain that brings food and essential goods to people 

• Researchers and health care works seeking a cure and a vaccination for COVID-19 
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