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Palm Sunday is the beginning of Holy Week. Palm Sunday, Holy 

Week and Easter Sunday is a time of year when the most people attend 
worship, at least once, if not several times. It only seems like the right 
thing to do, as Christians, who confess Christ as Savior over the 
enemies of sin and death. Holy Week gives us the opportunity to focus 
on the great sacrificial work of Jesus on the cross. Easter is the grand 
celebration, the high point of the Church Year, when Christians around 
the world gather to sing praise and honor their Savior, who has 
conquered sin and death for good. All these truths are the same this 
year also, except our observances and celebrations will be done in the 
safety and security of our own homes. Yes, it will be different this year 
than in past years for most of us. 

I urge you to participate in worship online, in your homes with your 
families, and virtually with your church family, wherever they might 
be. We will have Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday 
worship on those specific days, as we would if all were normal. I would 
encourage you to sing and pray along with the guy on the screen. 
Meditate on the Scripture readings and think about the sermon. Try to 
make the experience in your home as real as possible. You may also 
want to have your own Easter breakfast with your family, knowing that 
others are doing the same sheltered in place somewhere else. 

I would also encourage you to worship with your offerings. In the 
church, Holy Week and Easter is our Black Friday, in the retail world. 
Most churches, ours included, run at a financial deficit that we pray 
will be made up at Easter, so that we can go into the slow months of 
summer at least even. This year is going to be brutal, from a balance 
sheet point of view. Your gifts will be a great blessing. You can still 
send checks through the mail. I would also encourage you to use 
electronic fund transfer like Excel in Giving or the Pay Pal button on 
our website or the Givelify app on your cell phone. Let me or the 
church office know if you need help with any of these methods. My 
wife and I have been using Excel in Giving for years and have not 
forgotten or missed our offering since beginning electronic giving. 

I think the best thing we can do this Holy Week is to put our hope 
and trust in Christ our Savior. Despite the personal, local, national and 
global problems we face, our God is able to rescue us and bring 
blessings where we cannot imagine. Use this crisis as an opportunity to 
read the Word, to pray, to worship-in-place. These are habits that may 
stick, even after the crisis has passed. 

Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest! 


