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John 11:28-44 

 
28 When she had said this, she went and 

called her sister Mary, saying in private, “The 
Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And 
when she heard it, she rose quickly and went to 
him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come into the 
village, but was still in the place where Martha 
had met him. 31 When the Jews who were with 
her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary rise 
quickly and go out, they followed her, 
supposing that she was going to the tomb to 
weep there. 32 Now when Mary came to where 
Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet, 
saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus 
saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come 
with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in 
his spirit and greatly troubled. 34 And he 
said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to 
him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus wept. 36 So 
the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But 
some of them said, “Could not he who opened 
the eyes of the blind man also have kept this 
man from dying?” 

38 Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to 
the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone lay against 
it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, 
the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, 
by this time there will be an odor, for he has 
been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I 
not tell you that if you believed you would 
see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the 
stone. And Jesus lifted up his eyes and 
said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard 
me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I 
said this on account of the people standing 
around, that they may believe that you sent 
me.” 43 When he had said these things, he cried 
out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come 
out.” 44 The man who had died came out, his 
hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his 
face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to 
them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

 

 
Deeply Moved 

 
At the risk of sounding trite, funerals are sad! As a pastor of a 

large congregation, I conduct a lot of funerals. I am in and out of the 
funeral home all the time. Sometimes the deceased is someone I 
know well. At other times, I know the grieving spouse or family 
member well, but not the deceased. What moves me to tears most 
is knowing the grieving and understanding their pain and loss. I don’t 
grieve the death of the saint, only the sorrow of the survivors. 

I think it was that way for Jesus in this text. He knew what He 
was going to do. He had planned to raise His friend Lazarus from the 
dead. He made it known to His disciples that, “This illness does not 
lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may 
be glorified through it (4).” He also knew that the sisters, Mary and 
Martha, had faith in the resurrection. Martha said to him, “I know 
that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day (24).” So 
why did Jesus weep? 

There is the common misunderstanding that Christians need not 
grieve or weep at the loss of a loved one, because as we know, they 
are in heaven with the Lord. As true as this is, it doesn’t take away 
the pain and grief of death and loss. Jesus is deeply moved to tears 
because His dear friends have lost their brother. They are hurting 
and He feels for them. 

This is the kind of God we have. He is not some stoic, detached 
deity, unconcerned with the human emotions and feelings of His 
creatures. Jesus is God in the flesh, fully human and sympathetic 
with all our weakness. Consider what the Scriptures say about Jesus 
in Hebrews 4: “we do not have a high priest who is unable to 
sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has 
been tempted as we are, yet without sin (15).” Jesus knows and 
feels, our every weakness—our suffering, our fears, our grief and 
pain. He weeps when we weep. He is saddened that we suffer the 
results of sin, sickness and death. Knowing this, the writer to the 
Hebrews goes on to say, “Let us then with confidence draw near to 
the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to 
help in time of need (16).” 

We are in time of need now. Our nation and world are plagued 
by a virus that is claiming lives and creating fear. Jesus understands 
and is deeply moved. Let us approach His throne of grace with 
confidence. 

 
Gracious God hear our pleas for mercy, deliver humanity from the 
scourge that threatens us, and grant us faith to trust in you for life 
and salvation; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

  
Please pray for: 
 

• Governor Whitmer and her advisors that they be given wisdom and courage to lead 

• Our fellow countrymen on the east coast who are especially plagued by the coronavirus 

• Those who are laid off from their jobs and experiencing economic insecurity 

• Researchers seeking a cure and a vaccination for COVID-19 
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