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John 11:1-27 
 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of 
Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 
Martha. 2 It was Mary who anointed the Lord 
with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, 
whose brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters 
sent to him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is 
ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it he said, “This 
illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory 
of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified 
through it.” 

5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister 
and Lazarus. 6 So, when he heard that 
Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the 
place where he was. 7 Then after this he said to 
the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The 
disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just 
now seeking to stone you, and are you going 
there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not 
twelve hours in the day? If anyone walks in the 
day, he does not stumble, because he sees the 
light of this world. 10 But if anyone walks in the 
night, he stumbles, because the light is not in 
him.” 11 After saying these things, he said to 
them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but 
I go to awaken him.” 12 The disciples said to 
him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will 
recover.” 13 Now Jesus had spoken of his death, 
but they thought that he meant taking rest in 
sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus 
has died, 15 and for your sake I am glad that I 
was not there, so that you may believe. But let 
us go to him.” 16 So Thomas, called the 
Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also 
go, that we may die with him.” 

17 Now when Jesus came, he found that 
Lazarus had already been in the tomb four 
days. 18 Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two 
miles off, 19 and many of the Jews had come to 
Martha and Mary to console them concerning 
their brother. 20 So when Martha heard that 
Jesus was coming, she went and met him, but 
Mary remained seated in the house. 21 Martha 
said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died. 22 But even now I 
know that whatever you ask from God, God will 
give you.” 23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother 
will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know 
that he will rise again in the resurrection on the 
last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the 
resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in 
me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and 
everyone who lives and believes in me shall 
never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to 
him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the 
Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the 
world.” 

 

Sickness to the Glory of God? 
 

It is hard to see how a heart attack could be a good thing. But in the 
hands of God, all things are possible. My grandpa had a heart attack 
and required open heart surgery. While doing the surgery they 
discovered cancer. Following the surgery, he received cancer 
treatment that extended his life about two years. Without the heart 
attack, his cancer would have gone undetected and he would have 
died much sooner. Grampa was a trucker, a steel hauler for the auto 
industry, and a tough man. He was not a Christian. After his heart 
attack, and during his cancer treatment, he had to retire. During 
those two years, his two daughters, my mom and aunt, cared for 
him and shared their faith. Grandpa died confessing Christ as his 
Savior. His heart attack was a good thing. 
 
Jesus was told that His good friend Lazarus was ill, He said, “It is for 
the glory of God.” Rather than rushing off to Lazarus’ side, Jesus 
waited for him to die. When His disciples realize that Lazarus was 
dead, Jesus said to them, “for your sake I am glad that I was not 
there, so that you may believe.” When Jesus arrived in Bethany 
Lazarus had already been buried and in the tomb four days. Martha, 
Lazarus’ sister greeted Jesus with, “Lord, if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died.” 
 
I wonder how often we have thought the same thing? If the Lord 
would have been here our parent or our child or our spouse or our 
friend would not have died. It is easy to blame God for allowing 
illness and death to occur. We would rather decide these matters 
than to trust in God to do so. 
 
Martha, even through her grief, expresses faith in Jesus. She says 
that God will do whatever Jesus asks. Jesus says that Lazarus will 
rise. She replies, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on 
the last day.” Martha trusted that her brother would be included in 
the resurrection of the dead on the Last Day. This is also our faith as 
Christians. We know that our loved ones, ourselves included, who 
put our hope and trust in Christ, will rise from the dead on the Last 
Day. We believe the beautiful words of Jesus, “I am the resurrection 
and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he 
live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die.” 
 
Now of course, in this case, Jesus would call Lazarus out of the tomb 
and back to life, in that day. We do not see such miracles in our day, 
although God still does work miracles of healing all the time. But the 
question remains, how is God glorified in illness? In addition to the 
illustration of my grandpa, God does demonstrate His power in 
healing through modern medicine, His love through those who care 
for the sick, and His wisdom as illness forces people to reexamine 
priorities. There are many things that God is doing during this 
current pandemic which display His glory. We need only to look for 
them. Then we can say with Martha, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you 
are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.” 
 
Lord, You are the resurrection and the life, and all who believe in You 
live. Give us faith to trust in Your promises and love to tend to those 
who are ill and in need of hope. In Your most holy name. Amen. 
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Please pray for: 
 

• Those who are serving in the church to continue ministry during these difficult times 

• Parents who are assisting in the education of their children at home 

• Health care worker who are strained under a heavy load 

• Faith to see the hand of God in illness and all things 
 

 

 

 


