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Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 

The hand of the Lord was upon me, and he 
brought me out in the Spirit of the Lord and set 
me down in the middle of the valley; it was full 
of bones. 2 And he led me around among them, 
and behold, there were very many on the 
surface of the valley, and behold, they were very 
dry. 3 And he said to me, “Son of man, can these 
bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord God, you 
know.” 4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy over 
these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear 
the word of the Lord. 5 Thus says the Lord God to 
these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter 
you, and you shall live. 6 And I will lay sinews 
upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon 
you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in 
you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I 
am the Lord.” 

7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And 
as I prophesied, there was a sound, and behold, 
a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to 
its bone. 8 And I looked, and behold, there were 
sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, 
and skin had covered them. But there was no 
breath in them. 9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy 
to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to 
the breath, Thus says the Lord God: Come from 
the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these 
slain, that they may live.” 10 So I prophesied as he 
commanded me, and the breath came into 
them, and they lived and stood on their feet, an 
exceedingly great army. 

11 Then he said to me, “Son of man, these 
bones are the whole house of Israel. Behold, 
they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope 
is lost; we are indeed cut off.’ 12 Therefore 
prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord 
God: Behold, I will open your graves and raise 
you from your graves, O my people. And I will 
bring you into the land of Israel. 13 And you shall 
know that I am the Lord, when I open your 
graves, and raise you from your graves, O my 
people. 14 And I will put my Spirit within you, and 
you shall live, and I will place you in your own 
land. Then you shall know that I am the Lord; I 
have spoken, and I will do it, declares the Lord.” 

 

Can these Bones Live? 
 

While sheltered in place, Amy and I have been watching the Prime 
Video drama called Bones. The lead character is a forensic 
anthropologist called Temperance Brennan, nicknamed Bones. This 
is one of those crime shows where murders are solved using the 
latest in scientific technology. Each character has his or her own 
forensic expertise, which when put together, can solve the crime 
with clues most of us would either miss or not understand. If you 
like science and mystery, it is a fascinating show. 
 
In this forensic drama, much is made of the experts’ ability to re-
create the victim, their appearance and actions, based on the 
evidence. In a sense, they are making the bones live. Once they 
have recreated the individual, even using hologram technology, it is 
as if the person has come back to life. But the thing is, none of 
them do. The dead, remain dead. 
 
The vision of Ezekiel was more than a hologram or a forensic 
reconstruction. The Lord allowed him to see real life being 
breathed into dry bones. The bones, where of course, a metaphor 
for the spiritual condition of Israel. They had become dry and 
brittle, indeed lifeless, because of their apostacy. They were cut off 
from the Lord, the source of life and hope. They were the ones who 
had severed the relationship with the Head and Heart of the 
nation, yet they were feeling abandoned by God. The vision of 
Ezekiel was the Lord’s way of giving them hope. 
 
The same hope and promise are given to us. God has breathed on 
us with His Spirit, through our Baptism and the preaching of the 
Word. In these days of isolation, we may feel cut off from each 
other, but we are not cut off from God. He knows our condition. He 
knows our weakness and sense of hopelessness. Yet, His Word is 
still living and active. When we read and meditate from God’s 
Word His Spirit moves among us. He gives us spiritual life, even to 
the point of raising the dead. 
 
Unlike a TV drama, there will be a resurrection from the dead. 
Bodies that have been buried or cremated will return to physical 
life on the Last Day. Our bones will live. Until then, our life comes 
from God’s Spirit who moves among us wherever the Gospel of 
forgiveness and grace is read, proclaimed and believed! 
 
Lifegiving Lord, You created us and again re-created us through the 
saving waters of Baptism; continue to breathe on us Your Spirit, to 
enliven our faith and move us to live for You. Through our eternal 
and ever-living God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• Those who are feeling the effect of isolation, physically, emotionally and spiritually 

• Those who are struggling economically, including the country as a whole 

• Those who are weighed down by administrative and far reaching decisions relative to this pandemic 

• The increasing number of people who are grieving the death of loved ones claimed by COVID-19 
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