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Psalm 130 

 
Out of the depths I cry to you, 
O Lord! 
2     O Lord, hear my voice! 
Let your ears be attentive 
    to the voice of my pleas for 
mercy! 
3 If you, O Lord, should mark 
iniquities, 
    O Lord, who could stand? 
4 But with you there 
is forgiveness, 
    that you may be feared. 
5 I wait for the Lord, my soul 
waits, 
    and in his word I hope; 
6 my soul waits for the Lord 
    more than watchmen for the 
morning, 
    more than watchmen for the 
morning. 
7 O Israel, hope in the Lord! 
    For with the Lord there is 
steadfast love, 
    and with him is plentiful 
redemption. 
8 And he will redeem Israel 
    from all his iniquities. 
 
Merciful and gracious 
Redeemer, You alone have 
rescued and delivered us from 
the entrapment of our sin. Give 
us Your Spirit that we might 
breathe the air of Your grace 
and put all our hope in You. In 
Your almighty name we pray. 
Amen.  
 

 
Out of the Depth 

 
It was almost 10 years ago, August of 2010, that the Chilean mining 
accident occurred. In Copiapó, Chile a copper mine collapsed 
trapping 33 men 2300 feet below the ground and 3 miles from the 
mine’s entrance. It was 17 days into the rescue/recovery attempt 
before there was any communication between those trapped and 
the rescuers. It was 69 days before these poor men were brought 
to the surface alive. 
 
Can you image what it must have been like down in the depths of 
the earth all that time? For those who are only slightly 
claustrophobic, the thought itself gives them a chill. It has been 
only a week since we have been trapped in our houses and many of 
us are going stir crazy. Cases of cabin fever are rising higher and 
faster than that of COVID-19. 
 
The psalm writer, crying out from the depths, pleaded with the 
Lord for mercy. He was not trapped below the surface of the earth. 
No, instead like us, he was buried in a mountain of sin. He was 
aware that his iniquities were pilled up on top of him and he was 
trapped. At times, he wondered if the Lord could hear his cries for 
mercy. Like miners below the ground, trapped and cut off from 
those above, the psalmist prayed to the only One who could 
rescue. 
 
Like the miners and the psalmist, all we can do is wait for the Lord 
and put our hope in the Word. Wait no longer, our Rescuer has 
come. With the Lord is steadfast love and with Him is plentiful 
redemption. We can stand before the Lord, having been pulled 
from the rubble of our sin and guilt, because He has forgiven all our 
iniquities. He has covered all our sins. What remains buried in the 
everlasting tomb is our sin and shame. 
 
We may be living in a time of waiting and hoping that the Lord will 
deliver us from the depth of our own homes. Yet, this is not the 
worst type of entrapment. What we need most is rescue from the 
grave. Like the Chilean miners on day 69, we can breathe the 
wonderful air of God’s grace and forgiveness. Hope in the Lord! For 
with the Lord there is steadfast love, and with him is plentiful 
redemption. 
 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• Those who are struggling from guilt and shame and feeling isolated from God 

• Those whose jobs have gotten harder during this pandemic that they not grow weary 

• Those who are poor and likely unable to get adequate health care when needed 

• Researchers seeking a cure and a vaccine for COVID-19 
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