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Friends in Christ, we are coming up on our second Sunday in a row 

without our regular, in house, church service. It has been almost a 
week since the shelter in place order was given by the governor. These 
are very strange times. So much has changed in daily routines. If you 
are like most people, you are ready for life to get back to normal. 

How has your life been different this past week? I have spent more 
time writing than I usually do. My Grace Notes sent out via email and 
available under the church tab at trinitystjoe.org are an attempt to 
stay connected with the members of Trinity. I have been part of 
several on-line Zoom meetings for the Michigan District LCMS and 
Trinity. I have been recording Sunday and Wednesday services. Many 
thanks to Nathan Chaffee for his expertise and patience. I have been 
working from home, in my jeans and sweatshirt. (Bonus!) Amy and I 
have 4 adult children around our dinner table every night. (Another 
bonus!) I have been reading and sending emails, like never before. I 
have also taken the time to go on a 2 mile walk every day. 

My guess is that your routine has changed also. Many of you are 
working from home or not working at your regular job at all. I know of 
many people who are getting some of their home projects or spring 
cleaning done. Some of you are catching up on Netflix or reading 
books. I heard that baking bread has been on the rise. (No pun 
intended) We are all trying to occupy our time and take our minds off 
the COVID-19 scourge. 

Psalm 31 says: 
But I trust in you, O Lord; 
    I say, “You are my God.” 
15 My times are in your hand; 
    rescue me from the hand of my enemies and from my 
persecutors! 
16 Make your face shine on your servant; 
    save me in your steadfast love! 
17 O Lord, let me not be put to shame, 
    for I call upon you; 

Our times, including these days, are in the Lord’s hand. The best 
thing we can do is trust in the Lord. He knows how to use these times 
as a blessing to us. Maybe these are times that we learn to trust more 
in the Lord, day-to-day. Maybe the extra time we have is an 
opportunity to begin a daily Bible reading program. Maybe we are 
learning the value of prayer. As strange as these times seem, they are 
in the Lord’s hand. 

Focus also on the words, Make your face shine on your servant save 
me in your steadfast love! Regardless of what occurs in the time of our 
earthly journey, God’s gracious face shines upon us and His steadfast 
love saves us. Thanks be to God! 


