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John 9:8-17 

 
8 The neighbors and those who 
had seen him before as a 
beggar were saying, “Is this not 
the man who used to sit and 
beg?” 9 Some said, “It is he.” 
Others said, “No, but he is like 
him.” He kept saying, “I am the 
man.” 10 So they said to him, 
“Then how were your eyes 
opened?” 11 He answered, “The 
man called Jesus made mud 
and anointed my eyes and said 
to me, ‘Go to Siloam and 
wash.’ So I went and washed 
and received my sight.” 12 They 
said to him, “Where is he?” He 
said, “I do not know.” 
13 They brought to the 
Pharisees the man who had 
formerly been blind. 14 Now it 
was a Sabbath day when Jesus 
made the mud and opened his 
eyes. 15 So the Pharisees again 
asked him how he had received 
his sight. And he said to them, 
“He put mud on my eyes, and I 
washed, and I see.” 16 Some of 
the Pharisees said, “This man is 
not from God, for he does not 
keep the Sabbath.” But others 
said, “How can a man who is a 
sinner do such signs?” 
And there was a division 
among them. 17 So they said 
again to the blind man, “What 
do you say about him, since he 
has opened your eyes?” He 
said, “He is a prophet.” 
 

 
Who is this Man? 

 
After the man in this text encountered Jesus, he was not the same. 
He was blind, but now he sees. He still looked the same, but his 
neighbors and acquaintances could not believe it was the same 
man. It must be someone who looks like the blind beggar, they 
thought. But the man insisted, “I am the man.” You can imagine 
how transformative, how unbelievable this was for the healed man. 
If it was hard for his family and friends to believe, equally so for 
him. Now he could freely move about, he could get a job, have a 
family, socialize, explore, and a thousand other things he could not 
do before. 
 
Not only were there questions about the formerly blind man’s 
identity, there were questions about Jesus’ identity. They asked the 
man how it was that he could now see. His answer, the man called 
Jesus did it. Since this healing occurred on the Sabbath, the 
Pharisees reasoned that Jesus could not be from God. The man, 
whose physical sight was restored, started to gain even more 
spiritual sight. He said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such 
signs?” When pressed he said, “He is a prophet.” 
 
What do you think? Have you read about the miraculous signs 
performed by Jesus in the Scriptures? Have you seen people’s lives 
transformed who have come to know Jesus as their Lord? Have you 
encountered Jesus in your life? Has He healed your eyes so that you 
can see? If so, you know that He is more than a prophet. He is the 
very Son of God and Savior of the world. He is the one who can heal 
all who are sick, give sight to the spiritually blind, raise the dead 
and give eternal life to all who believe. 
 
This man called Jesus is God in the flesh, who came to redeem all 
flesh. He who gives us sight to see Him for who He is, will also 
redeem our mortal bodies. He can heal our sickness and give us 
peace in believing. 
 
Gracious Lord heal our blindness that we might see our Savior Jesus 
and be transformed and made new. Use our new lives to bear 
witness to Christ in the world.  Amen. 

 
Please pray for: 
 

• Essential personnel who work in health care and public safety that they are safe from the 
coronavirus and sustained during these difficult days 

• Pastors and churches who are working to minister to their people in new ways that they may 
be guided and blessed in their work 

• Teachers who are working to stay connected to their students and provide education 
remotely 

• Churches and Early Childhood Centers that are and will be struggling financially in the weeks 
ahead to continue their ministries 

• A speedy end to the coronavirus pandemic and that people return to their jobs, families and 
routines 
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