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John 9:1-7 

 
As he passed by, he saw a 
man blind from birth. 2 And 
his disciples asked 
him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this 
man or his parents, that he 
was born blind?” 3 Jesus 
answered, “It was not that 
this man sinned, or his 
parents, but that the works 
of God might be displayed in 
him. 4 We must work the 
works of him who sent 
me while it is day; night is 
coming, when no one can 
work. 5 As long as I am in the 
world, I am the light of the 
world.” 6 Having said these 
things, he spit on the ground 
and made mud with the 
saliva. Then he anointed the 
man's eyes with the 
mud 7 and said to him, “Go, 
wash in the pool of 
Siloam” (which means Sent). 
So he went and washed 
and came back seeing. 
 
Merciful and gracious God, 
You are able to work 
righteousness and faith in the 
lives of sinners like us. Use 
our infirmities to display your 
glory and where it is Your 
will, preserve us from 
sickness and death that we 
might praise Your holy name. 
Through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

 
Whose Fault is It? 

 
The disciples asked Jesus the logical question, the question that had 
been asked before and was still on the minds of many. We ask the 
same question. Whose fault is it? This man was born blind. Being 
blind is not a good thing, therefore he must be under the judgment of 
God. So, whose fault is it, his or his parents. There must be someone 
to blame. The disciples did not want to blame God, so they assumed 
it was the man or his parents that sinned. 
 
While the world is reeling over the coronavirus pandemic, there are 
those who want to blame someone. Maybe it’s the fault of the 
Chinese or those who aren’t good at handwashing or those who 
aren’t hygienic, the careless or unconcerned. Maybe God is punishing 
the people who get Covid-19, like some assumed years ago, He was 
punishing those with HIV-AIDS.  
 
Based on this passage in John 9 we can confidently assert that not all 
tragedies, illnesses and deaths are the result of specific sins or divine 
judgment. I am not comfortable with those who refer to Covid-19 as 
the Chinese flu. It is not the fault of the Chinese that they contracted 
the coronavirus. It is not their fault that the virus spread to other 
parts of the world. The virus could just as easily have started in the 
US and was carried to China and other parts of the world. I have 
never been comfortable blaming people with HIV-AIDS for their 
condition. Should we blame someone with cancer or diabetes or 
heart disease for their affliction? 
 
We do know that sin, lifestyle choices and bad decisions can have 
natural consequences. If I play with fire, I am going to get burned. 
However, bad things do happen to good people. Good people can get 
the Covid-19 virus or HIV-AIDS or cancer or diabetes. We live in a 
world that has been corrupted by sin and is no longer perfect. 
 
The good news is that, even when there is blindness, sickness and 
hardship the works of God can be displayed. Jesus took all the 
consequences of the world’s sin, indeed sin itself, to the cross. There 
He did the work of God. He served justice and paid the penalty for all 
sin. God is not punishing us sinners. He has already punished His Son, 
the Righteous for the unrighteous, the Sinless for the sinners, to bring 
us to God. As Jesus healed the blind man, He enables us to see with 
the eyes of faith the glorious works of God. 

 


