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Many of you may be looking forward to St. Patrick’s 

Day this coming Tuesday. I don’t know about you, but 
corned beef and cabbage is one of my favorite meals. 
Throw in some horseradish for the corned beef, boil some 
carrots and potatoes, add some soda bread and you have a 
meal that is hard to beat. Wash it all down with Guinness 
and begorrah, it’s St. Patrick’s Day! 

Probably most people don’t know why we celebrate St. 
Patrick’s Day. March 17 is the traditional day of Patrick’s 
death and so it is celebrated in Roman Catholic, Anglican 
and Lutheran churches. Considered the patron saint of 
Ireland, this is a popular celebration wherever in the world 
large gatherings of Irish can be found.  

Patrick is one of the best-known of the missionary 
saints. Born to a Christian family in Britain around the year 
389, he was captured as a teenager by raiders, taken to 
Ireland, and forced to serve as a herdsman. After six years 
he escaped and found his way to a monastery community in 
France. Ordained a bishop in 432, he made his way back to 
Ireland, where he spent the rest of his long life spreading 
the Gospel and organizing Christian communities. He 
strongly defended the doctrine of the Holy Trinity in a time 
when it was not popular to do so. His literary legacy 
includes his autobiography, Confessio, and several prayers 
and hymns still used in the church today. Patrick died 
around the year 466.  

The best way to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day, however, is 
not with corned beef and cabbage, but with a confession of 
the Gospel and faith in the Holy Trinity. Patrick has left us a 
fine example of dedicating one’s life to the Christian faith. 
Most of us will not become bishops or missionaries, but we 
can live out our faith in ways given us by God. Maybe this is 
in the home with our family, or the workplace with our 
colleagues, or in our community with our friends and 
acquaintances. As you are informed by God’s Word, you 
would know best how to do this in your situation. If nothing 
else, pray for the spread of the Gospel in our community, 
country and world and support your Christian community of 
Trinity Lutheran Church. 


