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There is an old Chinese proverb that says, "A journey 

of a thousand miles begins with a single step." Many have 

also said, “The first step is always the hardest.” I suspect 

these sayings were also true for Abram in our Old 

Testament reading today. This passage from Genesis 12 

begins with the fantastic promises of God. Vss. 1-3 state:  

Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your 

country and your kindred and your father's house 

to the land that I will show you. 2 And I will 

make of you a great nation, and I will bless you 

and make your name great, so that you will be a 

blessing. 3 I will bless those who bless you, and 

him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you 

all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 

The next verse begins, “So Abram went, as 

the Lord had told him.” There is no question, this 

journey would have required a great deal of faith. 

Abram was 75 years old. He was to leave his family, 

his homeland, and all he knew to go to a country he 

knew nothing about. Hebrews 11 tells us, “By 

faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out 

to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance. 

And he went out, not knowing where he was 

going. 9 By faith he went to live in the land of 

promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents.” This 

chapter also tells us that Abraham only received the 

Promise Land by faith. Yet, God kept His promise and 

Abraham and his descendant, including us, have been 

richly blessed. 

My question is, what is God asking you to do in 

faith? Are you being called to serve Him in some way 

to be a blessing to others? You have been blessed by 

God with material blessings and, most importantly, 

the blessing of faith and eternal life through Jesus. 

Now, God is calling you to be a blessing to others. The 

most difficult part of your journey of faith is that first 

step. As “Abram went, as the Lord told him,” are you 

also being told to go? The going is most likely not to a 

strange land, but to a new venture. How is the Lord 

asking you to serve Him? I am sure it is scary, but you 

will not go alone. As the Lord blessed Abraham, He 

will also bless you, and many through you. 


