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In the readings for the First Sunday in Lent we are 

reminded of how we got into our predicament in the first 

place. In Genesis 3 we hear about man’s fall into sin. Even 

though Adam and Eve had a perfect home in the Garden, 

perfect fellowship with God and each other, they were 

tempted by Satan with more. Of the trees in the Garden 

there was only one that was off limits. That is the place of 

the first temptation and sin. The devil suggested that 

God’s Word could not be trusted, God’s goodness was not 

as extensive as imagined, and God was holding out on 

them. If only the man and woman would eat from the Tree 

of Knowledge of Good and Evil they could be like God. 

After all, who doesn’t want to be like God? 

We are tempted, in like manner, still today. We often 

doubt God’s Word. We like to ignore the parts we don’t 

like and interpret other parts in a way favorable to us. We 

know God is good, but we wonder why isn’t He always 

good toward us. Why do bad things always happen to u? 

Why doesn’t He listen to our prayers? Does He really know 

what He is doing with our lives? We know we are not God, 

but we would like more control than we are given. We 

would like to the call the shots, at least in our own lives. 

God can handle the universe, but He could at least let us 

handle ourselves. 

Temptation is always a matter of putting ourselves 

first. If you consider the Commandments, isn’t the 

problem really the self? We don’t want to watch our 

language because we wish to express ourselves. We don’t 

want to honor the Sabbath, because there are other things 

we would rather do. We don’t want to honor authority, 

because we know better than they do. We don’t always 

respect human life because sometimes people anger us. 

We don’t want to honor our marriage vows, because 

sometimes our spouse just doesn’t get it. We aren’t 

always concerned for other people’s property, because 

sometimes they have what we want. When it comes to 

gossip, well, what else do we have to talk about? And, for 

coveting, who wouldn’t want what the world has to offer? 

It is a good thing that Jesus put us ahead of Himself. 

When tempted, He focused on the goal of our salvation. 

When crucified, He prayed for us. For us the First became 

last, so that the last (us) might to Him be first. 

 

 


