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On Monday of this week we observe Presidents’ Day. It 

is a national holiday that began in 1880 to honor our 

nation’s first president, George Washington. It was later 

fixed on the third Monday in February to honor all past and 

present presidents. As a national holiday, governmental 

agencies, including post offices and schools, will be 

closed. Although I am not sure how closing these 

institutions honor our presidents, I am sure many people 

will enjoy a day off. There are others who will be annoyed 

that normal business, including mail delivery, will be 

disrupted. 

During this presidential election year, Presidents’ Day 

may be in sharper focus. Since the presidential primary 

season has begun people’s attention is on Washington and 

the election coming in November. How is a Christian to 

think about these things? The Bible tells us we are to 

respect our governmental leaders and honor them for the 

positions they hold. This is what Paul writes in Romans 13: 

Let every person be subject to the governing 

authorities. For there is no authority except from 

God, and those that exist have been instituted by 

God. 2 Therefore whoever resists the authorities 

resists what God has appointed, and those who 

resist will incur judgment. 3 For rulers are not a 

terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have 

no fear of the one who is in authority? Then do 

what is good, and you will receive his 

approval, 4 for he is God's servant for your good. 

But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he does not bear 

the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an 

avenger who carries out God's wrath on the 

wrongdoer. 5 Therefore one must be in subjection, 

not only to avoid God's wrath but also for the sake 

of conscience. 6 For because of this you also pay 

taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, 

attending to this very thing. 7 Pay to all what is 

owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, 

revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to whom 

respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed. 

Regardless of whether you are a Republican or a 

Democrat, a Libertarian or an Independent, you are 

blessed by God by the leaders who serve you. Pray in 

thanksgiving for our past presidents, our current 

president and all future presidents. 


