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Today we celebrate the blessings God brings us 
through our Lutheran schools. This past week was filled 
with a variety of activities that gave the students in our 
school the opportunity to be artistic, to worship, to serve 
and to experiment with their God-given gifts. It has been a 
busy and an exciting week. 

One of the verses of our Epistle reading today is 1 
Thessalonians 5:19 – “Do not quench the Spirit.” One could 
preach a whole sermon on these 5 words. Of course, the 
Spirit is the Holy Spirit. The Bible tells us it is the Holy 
Spirit that creates faith in us through baptism and the 
preaching and teaching of the Word. It is the Holy Spirit 
that strengthens our faith and gives us boldness to share 
that faith with others. It is the Holy Spirit that produces in 
us the fruit of the Spirit--love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control. It is the Holy Spirit that keeps us connected to 
Christ and enables us to live the Christian life. You can see 
why Paul would say, “Do not quench the Spirit.” 

So, how would the Holy Spirit be quenched? The 
picture is that of a flame being extinguished by a splash or 
flow of water. We know that fire requires oxygen to burn. 
Take away the oxygen and the fire will go out. The Holy 
Spirit uses the Word to create, sustain and strengthen 
faith within us. If we take away the Word, it is like taking 
away the oxygen that enables the fire to burn. When 
water is used to douse a fire, or a blanket is use to snuff 
out a fire it is essentially depriving the fire of oxygen. 
When habits and behaviors enter our lives that are 
inconsistent with the teaching of the Word we are 
depriving our faith of God’s Spirit. We are quenching the 
Spirit. When we are taught falsehoods about God and His 
Word we are quenching the Spirit of truth. When we 
distort the Word of God, confusing law and gospel, we are 
quenching the Spirit. 

It is for these reasons that we want our children to 
have a solid foundation in the Word of God. We want 
God’s Spirit to be alive and active in their lives, equipping 
them to know and believe the truth, putting their hope 
and trust in Christ alone. I have a little picture on my 
bulletin board that reads, “If we don’t teach our children 
to follow Christ, the world will teach them not to.” This is 
why we support and operate Christian schools. The lives of 
our children are too valuable, to us and to God, to leave 
their spiritual nurture up to chance. 


