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Today, on the church calendar, we recognize the 
Baptism of Our Lord. It is appropriate that this observance 
falls in the Epiphany season. Epiphany is a word that 
means “revelation” and this season focuses on the 
revelation of Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God. At Jesus’ 
baptism He was revealed as God’s Son when the voice 
from heaven declared, “This is my beloved Son, with 
whom I am well pleased.” I don’t know how His identity 
and God the Father’s endorsement could be made any 
clearer. 

What may seem strange to us, as it did to John, is that 
Jesus was baptized at all. The Bible tells us that we are 
baptized for the forgiveness of our sins. Jesus did not have 
sin, so He did not need forgiveness. Baptism bestows 
forgiveness, which Jesus did not need. So why was He 
baptized? Jesus answered John’s objection and our 
question by saying, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting 
for us to fulfill all righteousness.” By being baptized, Jesus 
was fulfilling all righteousness for us. He was stepping into 
our place, taking on the role of the sinner, in order to 
make us righteous before God. This is interesting, because 
after Jesus identifies with sinners, while being baptized by 
John, the Father declares Him to be His own beloved Son, 
with whom He is pleased. This very same declaration is 
made of us as we are baptized. 

Luther comments on this passage: “Christ accepted it 
(baptism) from John for the reason that he was entering 
into our stead, indeed, our person, that is, becoming a 
sinner for us, taking upon himself the sins which he had 
not committed, and wiping them out and drowning them 
in his holy baptism.” The baptism of Jesus is His first 
public appearance and His words spoken here the first 
ones spoken as He begins His public ministry. In some 
respects it is His inauguration into the office of Christ. 
Just as a man takes on certain responsibilities when he is 
sworn into office, Jesus took on full responsibility for all of 
us when He was baptized. 

From start to finish in His incarnate ministry, Jesus 
stood in for us. He took our place under all the 
requirements of God and He also paid the penalty for our 
misdeeds. The entire benefit of this saving work is 
transferred from Jesus to us when we are baptized. His 
baptism links Him to us and our baptism links us to Him. 
Baptized, we are now forever connected to Christ. What a 
wonderful blessing and immeasurable gift! 


