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When Mary and Joseph set out for Bethlehem, 
travelling approximately 75 miles from Nazareth, 
they didn’t have the modern helps we depend on 
today. Of course, they had to travel by foot or on 
donkey back, not car. They didn’t have a 
navigational system, other than a general sense 
of direction and the charitable help of people. 
There were no McDonalds along the highway for 
food and restroom. They didn’t stay in motels at 

night. They couldn’t even go to hotels.com and make 
reservations in Bethlehem for the stay in the city of 
their ancestry. As a result, when they came to 
Bethlehem there was no room for them in the inn. 

Needless to say, it took a great deal of effort to 
make this journey. It would have required travelling 
money. It would have taken several days, assuming all 
went well. There were dangers along the way—wild 
beasts, robbers, and treacherous terrain. Joseph didn’t 
get paid vacation while on this trip. They were not 
travelling for the site seeing or the destination resort. 
In addition, Mary was 9 months pregnant! Suffice it to 
say, this was not an easy trip and one that this holy 
couple wanted to take. 

Nevertheless, when they arrived, there was no 
room for them. Other travelers had taken all the spare 
rooms in the inn. Even though Mary was ready to give 
birth, the best they could find, in this small little 
village, was a stable for shelter in the night. There is 
where Mary gave birth to Jesus, the Son of God and 
Savior of the world. 

What would you have done if you were the 
innkeeper? Would you have made room? Would you 
have had compassion? Would you have offered your 
own house? Would you have asked you neighbors or 
other family members to take them in?  

How about visitors and infrequent attenders to the 
Christmas services this week? Can you find room for 
them? Can you make their visit to our church 
hospitable and comfortable? For many the journey 
here was hard, but they made it. Sure, it wasn’t like 
what Mary and Joseph overcame, but there were 
obstacles. People struggle with guilt, priorities, 
memories, and Satan’s attacks. Welcome them and 
find room for them in your pew and in your heart. 


