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 If you have ever participated in a school Christmas 
program you probably still remember some of your songs 
or some of your lines, no matter how old you are today. 
Like most of you, I also remember quite vividly 
participating in the school Christmas program on Christmas 
Eve. It seemed like we practiced for weeks leading up to 
the big night. We learned how to stand up to the 
microphone and speak clearly. We had to memorize our 
lines, certain passages from Scripture that we either said 
alone or together with our class. We memorized Christmas 
hymns so that we could sing them on cue, without holding 
on to papers. When the big night arrived we were all both 
nervous to stand up in front to the congregation and also 
excited to have the opportunity to do our thing. 

We also knew that at the end of the “performance” 
we would receive a brown paper bag with some rock 
candy, peanuts and an orange. For a young school kid it 
was all very exciting. I also think we learned the Christmas 
story quite well and was equipped with a variety of ways 
to tell it. Isn’t that what we want everyone to do—tell the 
Christmas story whenever they have the chance, using a 
variety of ways to relate to their friends, coworkers and 
neighbors? 

This coming Wednesday evening our school children 
will, once again, tell the Christmas story in another way. 
They will have practiced and memorized countless hours. 
They will be nervous and excited. Proud parents and 
grandparents will gather in the pews to be amazed at how 
cute and polished their children are. With all the activity 
and excitement it could be easy to miss the point—worship 
of the newborn Savior. Yet, that is what Christmas 
programs and Christmas hymns, cards, parties, presents, 
etc. are all about. Jesus was born into our world to save us 
from our sins and bring us, at last, to our home in heaven. 
We want this for ourselves, for our children and for those 
we love. So does Jesus! 

To tell the saving story of Christmas does not require 
that we memorize lines or Scripture or hymns. But it does 
require that we know the Good News of great joy and are 
convinced it is worth telling. As you listen to the children 
share the Good News this coming Wednesday and the 
pastor in his Sunday and Christmas messages, think of how 
you might also share the message of good news of great 
joy. Then, think of to whom you can tell it. 


