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What does your schedule between now and Christmas 
look like? If it is like many, these are busy days. As I am 
thinking about this message I am also thinking about a 
devotion for the Ladies Aid Christmas party and I realize 
this month will race by with breakneck speed. This coming 
weekend I have three Christmas concerts, one chili supper 
and two Christmas cookie sales to attend. Next weekend I 
have two Christmas parties to attend. Not to mention, a 
house to decorate, worship services to plan, sermons to 
write, etc. I am not complaining, I love the business and 
the excitement that surround Christmas. But, like you, I 
am wondering how will I get everything done and when 
will I have time to really reflect on the Christmas message 
of Good News of great joy. 

I think one of the favorite Christmas hymns is Silent 
Night, because it speaks of a serene and peaceful time 
that first Christmas. Consider verse 1: 

 
Silent night, holy night! 
All is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace, 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 
This picture seems so elusive these days. Silent night? 

Not so for those who have late night meetings, concerts, 
parties or babies in the house. Calm and bright? How can 
anyone be calm about Christmas shopping, decorating, and 
running frantically from here to there? Sleep in heavenly 
peace? The sleep of exhaustion seems more accurate. 
Heavenly peace is one thing, earthly peace and tranquility 
something else. 

To be honest, although I love gathering in worship with 
the people of God and singing hymns and hearing the 
Word, finding quiet time to sit and read my devotions may 
be what I need the most during these hectic days. Finding 
a quiet time and place to just relax, read Scripture, 
meditate and pray is so helpful when the world is spinning 
so fast. 

How about you? Might I encourage you to do the same? 
Take the time to hit the pause button. Push the busyness 
out of your mind for a time and focus on this Child, Holy 
Infant, so tender and mild. Let the heavenly peace of 

God’s grace and forgiveness in Christ give you the calm 
and brightness of this amazing Gift. 


