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One of the most familiar hymns for the Advent season 
comes from the 12th century and is based on the Great “O” 
Antiphons contained in the Psalteriolum Cantionum 
Catholicarum. We know this hymn as O Come, O Come, 
Emmanuel.  In the first verse we sing: 

 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 
This hymn is based on a variety of texts from the 

prophet Isaiah, who spoke of the longing, and the promise, 
of God’s rescue of the exiles held captive in Babylon. 
While the Lord was providing hope to His remnant people, 
He was also pointing forward to the coming of the Messiah, 
the Son of God. But, as is common with the prophets, 
there is more than just the appearing of the Messiah in the 
New Testament, there is also the promise and anticipation 
of His final deliverance at the end of the age. It is this 
theme that the hymn writer picks up in the 12th century as 
he anticipates the return of Christ, the Second Advent. 

In essence this hymn is a prayer for Emmanuel to 
return on the Last Day and deliver the church from the 
struggles and tribulations of this fallen world. At the same 
time we are inviting Christ to return, with the prophet 
Isaiah in our text for the 1st Sunday in Advent, we are also 
inviting the nations to come to Him. Speaking of Mount 
Zion as a symbol for the presence of the Lord, Isaiah 
writes: 

 
all the nations shall flow to it, 

3     and many peoples shall come, and say: 
“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
    to the house of the God of Jacob, 
that he may teach us his ways 
    and that we may walk in his paths.” 

 
This is our prayer in Advent—that the Lord would 

return to ransom all who are held captive to sin and death 
and that the nations would come to the Lord to be rescued 
in that latter day. If we pray for the Lord’s return, we 

should also pray that as many as possible be ready. 
“Come, Lord Jesus (Rev. 22:20)!” 


