
+ Pastoral + Epistle + 
Rev. Michael J. Roth Vol. 11, No. 45 

In our Old Testament reading in Exodus 3:1-15, Moses 

reacts to God’s request as we might. Recall what the Lord 

said to Moses, “Come, I will send you to Pharaoh that you 

may bring my people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.” 

This sounds like a big job, indeed a monumental task. 

Moses’ first reaction was resistance. “But Moses said to 

God, ‘Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the 

children of Israel out of Egypt?’” 

Moses was essentially arguing, as we often do. He was 

saying, “I am not qualified for the job.” “I don’t know 

what I am doing.” “I do not have the abilities.” “Isn’t 

there anyone else who would be better?” “It is not my job 

or my responsibility.” Excuses—Moses was making up 

excuses. We are also adept at excuse making when it 

comes to tasks we don’t want to do. When the church 

needs money to operate and reach out with the Gospel to 

the community, we say, “I don’t have that much to give. 

Other people with more money should be giving.” When 

asked to volunteer with a project, we say, “I don’t have 

the time or the right skill set for that job.” When our 

neighbor needs help in the yard, we say, “If I have the 

time to rake leaves they should be the ones in my yard.” 

When a friend needs some time to talk, we say, “I’m not a 

counselor; I don’t know what to say.” 

In some respects Moses, and often us, are saying to 

God, “You don’t know what You are doing. If You did, You 

wouldn’t be asking me for help.” How does God respond to 

Moses’ excuse? “He said, “But I will be with you.” God 

would be with Moses. He wasn’t asking him to do 

something without the Lord’s help. He wasn’t going to 

Egypt and Pharaoh alone. The Lord would be with him. 

This is also true when the Lord asks us to do something 

for Him. We do not serve alone. When we give our 

financial resources to the Lord’s work, He blesses their use 

and continues to provide for us. When we are asked to 

serve in the church, we are surrounded by other members 

who will support and encourage us. When our neighbor 

needs help in the yard, the Lord will give us the strength 

and energy to do our best. When our friend needs us, the 

Lord will enrich our relationship with them and bless us 

besides. His promise to Moses is also made to us—I will be 

with you. 

 

 


