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Today, in addition to All Saints Day, we observe the 

Commemoration of the Faithful Departed. We will read 

the names of the members of our congregation who passed 

away during this past year. Each person mentioned was a 

child of God, created for eternity and redeemed by the 

blood of Christ. They are now with the Lord in heaven and 

have joined the saints above in the Church Triumphant. 

Each are greatly missed by their family and friends. They 

were a blessing in life and a gift from God to those whose 

lives they touched. 

Regardless of their age at death, from our point of 

view, they died too soon. We would like for them to have 

stay with us here on earth longer. But there is one thing 

we know for certain: the Lord, in His infinite wisdom and 

mercy, knew best when and how to take them home. We 

may not like it, but we cannot argue with God’s plan. We 

can also say for certain that the purpose for which they 

were created by God has been completed. Even though we 

do not fully understand their purpose, we thank God that 

it somehow included being in our lives. 

This makes we wonder about my purpose and that of 

those who are still living. What is God’s purpose for my 

life? Why am I still here? When asked this question, I often 

respond, “I don’t know what God’s reasons are for keeping 

you here, but I know that He has His reasons.” I have 

heard others say, “God must not be done with me yet!” 

Ephesians 2:10 tells us, “we are his 

workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 

works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should 

walk in them.” God has prepared good works for us to do. 

It is best if we are busy doing them. What are they 

specifically may be a mystery to us, but if we believe this 

verse we will do whatever we can. 

It is sobering to me knowing that my time here is 

limited and I must be busy, doing whatever the Lord puts 

in front of me, while I can. Jesus says, “We must work the 

works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming, 

when no one can work (Jn. 9:4).” How about you, what 

work does the Lord have for you to do? 

For those we commemorate today, we hear the words 

of Revelation 14:13, I heard a voice from heaven saying, 

“Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from 

now on.” “Blessed indeed,” says the Spirit, “that they may 

rest from their labors, for their deeds follow them!” 


