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“Discover the Joy in Sharing God’s Blessings” 

This year’s stewardship emphasis was titled: “Discover 

the Joy in Sharing God’s Blessings.”  In this three-week 

emphasis, we discovered the joy that we as God’s people 

can experience as we share the Gospel, as we faithfully 

use our time and talents to serve God by serving others. 

In the ESV, the word “joy” or “rejoice” is used 57 

times.  As Christians, joy ought to be a characteristic of 

our lives.  The Lutheran Study Bible notes, “Joy is not the 

ephemeral happiness that worldly pleasures bring, but the 

deep and abiding joy of being loved by God through Jesus 

Christ.  It is an emotional appreciation for good things 

received.  A result of God’s grace toward believers.”  In 

this definition, we understand that joy is not based on 

circumstances.  It is more than happiness that we can 

experience from positive situations and activities in life.  

Joy comes from recognizing that God is in control and that 

He loves us, even when we don’t feel happy.  When we 

look at what God has done for us, we respond with 

gratitude and joy. 

Joy is a fruit of the Holy Spirit (Gal. 5:22-23).  Each of 

the nine different fruit that are identified in the book of 

Galatians is given to us by God’s grace.  Joy is a grace 

bestowed on us by God.  Someone once said, “The fullness 

of joy is to behold God in everything.”  Jesus tells us, 

“These things I have spoken to you, that My joy be in you, 

and that your joy may be full” (Jn 15:11).  When we abide 

in Jesus, we will have the fullness of His joy. 

By God’s grace, joy is part of our lives.  Knowing who 

we are and Whose we are, we are empowered to live lives 

filled with joy.  When we abide in Jesus and live in 

obedience to Him our joy is made complete.  God’s Word 

directs us to use our time, talents, and money in ways that 

help others and extend His kingdom.  When we use our 

blessings in obedience to God’s will, we will experience 

even more joy.  We recall the weekly themes: “Jesus Is 

our Joy and Strength” + Discover the Joy in Serving” + 

“Discover the Joy in Giving” 

May God equip us to use our blessings in ways that give 

Him honor.  May He fills our hearts with love for Him and 

His Church, so we are energized to share our blessings 

with others. 

 


