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The Joy of Giving 
The theme for the third and final week of our 

emphasis, Discover the Joy in Sharing God’s Blessings, is 
‘Discover the Joy in Giving.’  There is a story of a woman 
who saw a poor barefoot child roaming the street of a 
large city.  She took the child by the hand to the closest 
shoe store and bought the little girl socks and shoes.  With 
“happy feet” the little girl ran gleefully from the store. 

Disappointed that she had not even received a word of 
gratitude from the child, the woman paid for the socks 
and shoes.  As she walked out the shop door, the little girl 
came back to the store, eyes bright with excitement.  
“Are you God’s wife?” she asked the woman.  Smiling, the 
woman said, “No, but I am God’s child.”  The little girl 
said, “I knew that you were some kin of His.” 

As God’s people, nurtured by Word and Sacrament, we 
are transformed into His likeness.  Christ’s character 
becomes our character, and we become more like Him.  
Because His goodness flows through us, we are able to 
offer shoes and socks to those who are in need.  Our eyes 
are opened to opportunities that need our support and our 
hearts willingly share what we are able.  We are stewards 
of God’s love and generosity to the whole world.  As Jesus 
said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive.” (Acts 
20:35) 

If you are not experiencing the joy of giving, ask God 
to change your heart so you can grow in your giving and 
become a cheerful giver.  Through faith, you can take a 
leap of faith in your giving. 

If you are one of those people who tracks the financial 
condition of the congregation in the monthly Connected, 
you would know that we live hand-to-mouth. It is not an 
easy task for us to construct a budget and then live by it. 
Although routine expenses can easily be calculated, 
income is always unknown. It is in the hands of God. God 
has richly blessed Trinity over the years. He uses you to do 
so at this time in our history. The people in charge of the 
financial wellbeing of our congregation are very 
responsible and dedicated. Please be sure to thank God for 
them. Also, people like you who give to the Lord from your 
income, are also a great blessing. Together—those who 
give and those who receive—are exercising faithful 
stewardship of the gifts of God. 

Pray that God would continue to use us and our gifts 
to bless our work in His name! 


