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Jesus Wants Our Joy to Be Full 
This is the first week of our stewardship emphasis 

titled Discover the Joy in Sharing God’s Blessings.  Jesus 
said, “These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may 
be in you, and that your joy may be full” (John 15:11).  To 
have joy which is full goes beyond the pleasures that the 
world can offer.  We appreciate worldly pleasures, but the 
deep and abiding joy of being loved by God through Jesus 
is what makes our joy full. 

In the verse above, Jesus said, “These things I have 
spoken to you.”  What are these things that were spoken?  
In the prior verses, Jesus tells His disciples, and us as well, 
that Jesus is the vine and we are the branches.  In nature, 
the life and power of any plant is found in its vine.  The 
vine uses the branches to bear fruit.  The branch is simply 
a growth of the vine, produced by it, and appointed to 
bear fruit.  The branch exists only because the vine makes 
its existence possible. 

Jesus tells us that we are branches connected to Him 
Who is the Vine.  As branches, we are to bear fruit.   Fruit 
characterizes the life of Christian stewards.  When we stay 
firmly connected to Jesus, through His Word and 
Sacraments, we will bear much fruit.   Through these 
means of grace, we discover God’s perfect will for us and 
are empowered to please Him by bearing fruit.  God has 
created us to bear fruit, but only through Christ is it 
possible for us to do so.  As we abide in Jesus and bear 
fruit, our joy is full.  King David said, “You make known to 
me the path of life; in Your presence there is fullness of 
joy; at Your right hand are pleasures forevermore” (Psalm 
16:11). 

How fruitful are you in your Christian life? I suppose 
this question would be measured differently for each 
person. There is the normal fruit one would expect of a 
Christian—church attendance, financial giving, 
volunteering—but there is also fruit unique to each person. 
Maybe you have a neighbor who needs help shopping or a 
co-worker who needs a sympathetic ear. Possibly you have 
a distant relative who could use a card of encouragement 
or a friend who would love an invitation to church. Since 
each person is different and life circumstances are 
different, so also the fruit of faith will be different. It is 
not for us to judge the fruitfulness of another. We only 
need to allow God’s Spirit to work as He will in us, bearing 
much fruit! 

 


