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Today we are celebrating Christian Education 
Sunday at Trinity. Our school has been in session for 3 
weeks now and the children are ready and eager to sing 
in church during our 10:30 service. No doubt, their 
songs will rise before the Lord as incense, the lifting up 
of their voices as an evening sacrifice (Ps. 141:2). 

My Christian education started in 1965 when I was 
enrolled in Kindergarten at St. Paul Lutheran School – 
Millington, MI. It was at St. Paul that I grew in my faith 
as a Christian and developed in my interest as a servant 
of Christ. Those grade school years were very formative 
for me. After 8th grade I attended a public High School 
and then Michigan State University. At these public 
institutions I realized how valuable was my faith and 
my Christian education. After graduating from MSU I 
enrolled at Concordia Theological Seminary, where I 
even more began to appreciate the quality of biblical 
and catechetical training I received in grade school. I 
was amazed at how much of seminary was review of 
what learned while at my Lutheran grade school. Still 
today, most of what I have committed to memory of 
the Scriptures, the catechism and hymns I did so while 
a grade school student. 

Lutheran schools have been such a big part of my 
family’s life over the years. Just out of curiosity I 
added up the years we (myself, wife and 8 children) 
attended either grade school, high school, university or 
seminary at a Lutheran school. That number is 150 
years collectively. This does not count all the years in 
pre-school for my wife and children. Needless to say, 
Christian education has been and still, is a big part of 
my life. 

I think I can say categorically that Christian 
education has made me who I am today. I am not 
suggesting that I am better than anyone else because I 
have a Christian education. But, I can say that I am 
better than I would have been without one. Will all our 
Christian day school students enter into full time 
ministry or become leaders in the church? No! Will they 
all be shining examples of the Christian faith? No! Will 
they all retain their faith throughout their life? Sadly, 
no. But, I believe that they will be better versions of 
themselves because of their Christian education. God’s 
Word is powerful and His Spirit is active and Jesus is 
present wherever 2 or 3 are gathered in His name. 


