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 During my long flight from Atlanta to Johannesburg, I 
was reading my Bible. The flight attendant stopped and 
asked if I was a pastor. I said that I was. She wanted to 
know what church I was part of and what I was going to do 
in Africa. We had a brief chat and we both went on with 
our business. After the conversation I could not help but 
wonder why she assumed I was a pastor. There were no 
other signs, except that I was reading a Bible. Is it that 
rare for non-pastors to read the Bible on airplanes, or 
anywhere else for that matter? In her experience, this 
must have been the case. 

This causes me to wonder, have you ever been 
mistaken for a pastor? In other words, have you ever been 
seen reading the Bible in public, maybe on a plane or in a 
coffee shop or at the park? Maybe the assumption is that 
only pastors read the Bible outside of church. I hope that 
this is not the case. You do not need to be a pastor to be a 
regular Bible reader. In fact, I would encourage you to read 
the Bible on a regular, even disciplined basis. 

While in South Africa, as well as in South Sudan, the 
seminary community gathers regularly for prayer and 
worship. There is Morning Prayer at 7:45, Matins at 10:00, 
and Evening Prayer at 6:00. These regular hours of prayer 
afford people the opportunity to take a break from the 
daily routine and give attention to the blessings and 
promises of God. I have always found that to be very 
refreshing. I realize that in our hectic daily routines this 
type of schedule is very difficult. However, do you ever get 
a coffee break in the morning or some down-time at lunch. 
Probably you have some time in the evening without a 
commitment, although it may be late at night. During 
these times it would be possible to develop a routine of 
reading a section of Scripture. Perhaps you would read 
from Portals of Prayer during your morning coffee and 
follow a Scripture reading plan for 15 minutes over your 
lunch hour. It might be easier to take 15 – 20 minutes at 
the end of the day to pray and meditate on the Word. 

The best way to make this happen is to have a plan. 
Consider putting your Bible next to your easy chair. 
Purchase a small Bible that you can carry in your purse or 
brief case or leave one at work. Plan what to read and 
discipline yourself to follow it daily. “Blessed is the 
man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor 
stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 

but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law he 
meditates day and night.” (Ps. 1:1-2) 


