
+ Pastoral + Epistle + 
Rev. Michael J. Roth Vol. 11, No. 30 

 
In the parable that Jesus tells in our text today we 

hear about a rich man who had such an abundant crop he 
was going to tear down his barns to build bigger ones. 
Take note that this man was already rich and now he was 
faced with a dilemma, what to do with even more wealth. 
Don’t you sympathize with this “poor” rich man, he has 
nowhere to store all his wealth? What a problem! 

Before we get too self-righteous or smug we should 
realize that as Americans we have some of the biggest 
barns in the world. The fact is, we are one of the 
wealthiest nations on earth. According to the website 
“How Rich Am I,” if you live in a household with 2 adults 
and 2 children and have a household income of $60,000 
annually (the median household income for St. Joseph, 
MI), you are in the richest 6.4% of the world’s population. 
Your income would be more than 16 times the global 
median. Humbling isn’t it! 

But you’re a generous member of Trinity, so can I 
assume you tithe? If you do tithe, give back to the Lord 
10% of your income, you would still rank pretty well. In 
the above scenario, if you donated 10% of your income to 
the Lord you would still be in the richest 7.7% of the 
world’s population. Your income would still be 14 times 
the global median. So, no matter how you look at it, we 
do have pretty big barns. I suppose, like the man in the 
parable, we should relax, eat, drink and be merry. Right? 
Wrong! Such a person Jesus calls a fool. 

In the kingdom of God things are often turned around. 
The rich might be fools and the poor might be wise. 
Likewise, those rich in the world may be poor in the 
kingdom and those poor in the world might be rich in the 
kingdom. While spending time in Africa, I have learned 
that this is true. Some of the economically poorest people 
I have ever met were some of the richest in faith. Seeing 
the contrast between the extravagance in our country and 
the poverty in other countries, I have come to appreciate 
how blessed we are materially, yet impoverished 
spiritually. 

When the day comes when our life will be required of 
us, what will be our assets? Will we have a large bank 
account to leave to our heirs or will we have the spiritual 
blessings of faith in Christ, which we will take with us to 
eternal life? Who are the fools and who are the poor? Pray 
that we be both wise in faith and rich in grace! 

 

 


