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While you are reading this, I am in the air on my way 
to South Africa. I will be teaching the Practice of Missions 
to 16 seminary students at the Lutheran Theological 
Seminary (LTS) in Tshwane (Pretoria). This seminary and 
church body, the Lutheran Church of South Africa, is a 
partner church of our LCMS. 

Some of the history of this seminary can be learned 
from their website - http://www.lts.ac.za/. I cite some of 
their history here. 

Lutheran missionaries have been active in eastern 
South Africa from as early as 1854. Due to grave 
concerns over unionism, the Free Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod in South Africa was founded in 1892. 
In fellowship and partnership with the Mission of 
Lutheran Churches, or MLC, based in Hanover, 
Germany, Lutheran mission work was actively 
pursued in southern Africa, with numerous Zulu and 
Tswana congregations being founded. There was a 
concomitant need for indigenous pastors and leaders 
in the young African churches. German Missionaries 
like H. Christoph Johannes, Heinrich Prigge and 
Heinrich Reinstorf worked in the Ncaga and Mkondo 
areas with indigenous African men like evangelists 
Johannes Mdluli and Esau Madida, who had been 
trained in the eHlanzeni seminary of the old 
Hermannsburg mission, and catechist Filemon 
Kuhlase. Hanoverian Mission Superintendent 
Christoph Johannes then began training young Zulu 
men on the mission station in Salem, Transvaal from 
1914 onwards. In 1918, Piet Mokone, the first black 
pastor was ordained. 
I count it an honor to be invited to teach at LTS. I 

am grateful for the educational opportunities I have 
had in this country and at our seminary in Fort Wayne. 
The students I have known in Africa are so grateful to 
have the opportunity to learn from the visiting 
professors. They are eager to grow in their knowledge 
and understanding of the faith and they work hard at 
their studies. 

I am humbled to be with these students and realize 
that we, in our country and church, have been blessed 
by God. Please pray for my trip, my teaching and the 
students who are studying to be pastors for the 
Lutheran Church of South Africa and other parts of 
Africa. 
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