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Our Epistle reading for today from Colossians 1 is dense 

in meaning. Paul knows how to pack a lot into a few 
verses. In this section he writes, “And so, from the day we 
heard, we have not ceased to pray for you, asking that you 
may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all spiritual 
wisdom and understanding, so as to walk in a manner 
worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing fruit in 
every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God.” 
Did you notice that in this partial sentence Paul uses the 
words knowledge twice, as well as the words wisdom and 
understanding? 

Paul is praying for the Colossians, and for us who read 
this epistles generations later, that we might grow in our 
understanding, in our faith and in our life through the Word 
of God. He especially focuses on the Gospel, the message 
of Jesus Christ and Him crucified for the sins of the world. 
The only way we can grow as Christians is by being engaged 
in the Word. In this passage Paul speaks of the word of 
truth, which is the Gospel causing the Colossians to grow 
and be strengthened in the faith. This is what we all want. 

How much do you want to grow in your faith? How much 
effort are you willing to invest? How much of the Bible do 
you read on your own? Is it anything outside of church on 
Sunday morning? Is it daily? I would challenge you to read 
the Portals of Prayer every day, along with the suggested 
Scripture reading and Psalm. Make it a part of your 
morning or evening routine. See if you can do it every day 
through the three-month period of one issue. 

In addition, consider reading from the Bible daily by 
using the reading guide in the Connected or that your find 
in the hymnal, p.299 or in the front of The Lutheran Study 
Bible, p. lix. You may have another reading plan in the 
form of an app as found in YouVersion. Whatever guide you 
follow or whatever method you use, you will be blessed by 
reading God’s Word. It is what the Spirit uses to cause 
growth in the Christian’s faith and life. 

For those who are willing to dig deeper consider pulling 
out your Catechism and review what you learned many 
years ago. How about the Book of Concord? Do you have a 
copy? Have you ever read it? It is available as a free 
download to your computer or mobile devise. Dig in, dig 
deep and let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly! 


