
+ Pastoral + Epistle + 
Rev. Michael J. Roth Vol. 11, No. 26 

  
In our Epistle reading for today from Galatians 6, Paul 

instructs—"Let the one who is taught the word share all 
good things with the one who teaches (v. 6).” This text is 
one of the traditional verses used to teach the Christian 
stewardship principal of giving to the work of the Lord. 
Those who receive the blessings of the Gospel through 
preaching and teaching should financially support those 
who teach the Word. 

Although there are historic and contemporary examples 
of the church being supported by the government, as in a 
state-church context, the New Testament envisioned the 
church and its work, being funded by those who benefit 
from this work. As you know, churches in our country are 
purely non-profit, non-governmentally supported 
organizations. We do not produce tangible goods to sell. 
We do not provide services for a fee. We most definitely do 
not receive state or federal funding. All our ministries are 
dependent on the voluntary first fruits giving of God’s 
people. Unlike the Old Testament we do not levy a tithe-
tax and we don’t examine the tax forms of our members to 
determine what they should give. We follow the biblical 
principles of willing, cheerful and generous stewardship. 

Trinity has operated this way for over 150 years. It has 
never been easy. It has always required great commitment 
and sacrifice on the part of our members. Despite this 
uncertain and questionable business model, God has richly 
blessed us. 

As we begin a new fiscal year, with a deficit budget, we 
are, as always, dependent on the blessings of God in the 
form of the generous giving of our members. Since about 
85% of our budget is personnel costs, this verse from 

Galatians 6 is especially relevant. “Let the one who is 
taught the word share all good things with the one who 
teaches.” The staff who serve you and the children of our 
school and Early Childhood Center are paid through the 
budget, the offerings collected on Sunday morning. This is 
the biblical model, which gives those who receive good gifts 
through the Gospel message, the opportunity to respond in 
thanksgiving.  

Ultimately Jesus is the One who has given all good gifts to 
us, including forgiveness and salvation. To Him we give our 
financial gifts so that His Word is continually proclaimed. 


