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This coming Thursday is Independence Day, July 4. For 
most Americans this will be a day of vacation, picnics, 
cook-outs, get-togethers and fireworks. Probably little 
thought will be given to such lofty concepts of 
independence and freedom. The freedoms we enjoy as 
Americans are usually taken for granted. After all, our 
American Colonies declared independence from Great 
Britain 243 years ago. The Emancipation Proclamation was 
signed by Abraham Lincoln 156 years ago. This past Friday, 
June 28 it was 100 years ago that the Treaty of Versailles 
was signed ending WWI. Most recently, V-J Day bringing an 
end to WWII was 74 years ago. Granted, there have been 
international conflicts that may or may not have 
threatened our freedom in the ensuing years, but real life 
and death battles for freedom or independence is not 
something fresh in anyone’s mind. 

So, what does freedom mean to us? My guess is that 
the word means something different to everyone. If you 
just finished school and are on summer vacation, freedom 
means one thing. If you were just paroled and released 
from prison, freedom means something else. If you just 
moved out of your parent’s house into a college dorm, 
freedom means something different. If you just paid off 
your mortgage, or retired, or sent the last kid out of the 
house, or … you name it, freedom would mean something 
different still. Whether freedom means independence 
from homework, parental scrutiny, work obligations, debt, 
or shackles, it certainly feels good! 

When Paul speaks of freedom in the Epistle reading 
from Galatians 5 today, he has a different idea in mind. 
He is talking about our freedom from the law and guilt of 
our sin. Since Christ fulfilled the law on our behalf, and 
paid the debt of our sin, we are no longer enslaved to the 
condemnation of the law and the guilt of our sin. So, what 
does this mean we are free to do? Are we free to do 
whatever we want because the law does not convict and 
sin does not condemn us? Not at all! Paul writes, “For you 
were called to freedom, brothers. Only do not use your 
freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through 
love serve one another.” 

We are free to love and serve each other, as Jesus has 
done for us. The armistice between God and man was 
signed with the blood of Christ. We are emancipated from 
our bondage to sin and death; independent of the law’s 

judgment. In joyful freedom, let us love and serve one 
another. 

 


