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 According to the constitution of Trinity we must have at 
least one voter’s meeting a year—the annual meeting to 
adopt the budget and elect officers, council and board 
members. Today is the day for that meeting. The most 
difficult agenda item every year is the budget. It may not 
be difficult to adopt, but it is not easy developing it and 
trying to make it balance. As every year, our budget 
committee worked very hard at estimating revenue and 
predicting expenses. They have done a great job! 

This year some tough decision had to be made, which 
will cut some of our ministries. While expenses seem to 
rise every year, our anticipated revenue for this coming 
fiscal year is projected to decline. This projection is based 
on the lower than expected giving this past fiscal year. The 
bottom line is that we have had to cut expenses—that is 
ministries—and present a budget with an estimated 
$82,000 deficit. The reason we are presenting a deficit 
budget is because we do not want to cut any deeper into 
our ministries. 

We presented this data last Monday night at an open 
forum, so that questions could be answered, and input 
given. I think the best comment was, “this is really a 
spiritual problem that must be addressed.” The speaker 
went on to quote Malachi 3 8 “Will a mere mortal rob God? 
Yet you rob me. 

“But you ask, ‘How are we robbing you?’ “In tithes and 
offerings. 9 You are under a curse—your whole nation—
because you are robbing me. 10 Bring the whole tithe into 
the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test 
me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not 
throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much 
blessing that there will not be room enough to store it. 

This is right on the mark! The people of God at Trinity do 
not lack the resources to do even more for the kingdom 
than we already desire to do. The problem is that we do 
not trust God to bless us if we give back to Him our full 
tithe (10% of our income). I know that in this day and age 
giving 10% of your incomes sounds unrealistic, even 
ridiculous to some, but many in our congregation do tithe 
and are blessed for it. The Lord knows our needs and He 
will not abandon us if we are generous toward Him. But it 
does take faith to write that check or transfer those funds. 

Join me in praying that more and more members of 
Trinity step out in faith and tithe to the Lord’s church. The 

Lord has given us so many ministries opportunities we can’t 
ignore. 


