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Today is Trinity Sunday on our church calendar. This is 
an important recognition for the church, since it focuses 
on the divine mystery of our three-in-one God. The Trinity 
is also the namesake of our congregation. Interestingly 
enough, Trinity is the most common name of LCMS 
congregations, with almost 10% bearing that name. In our 
own circuit 4 of the 10 congregations are Trinity Lutheran. 
Trinity is not a bad name for Lutheran congregations! 

The focus of our existence as a congregation is the 
Triune God. He is the One we worship and He is the One 
we serve. To Him we pray and of Him we confess. As long 
as we stay true to the Trinity we are faithful in our calling 
as the people of God. 

The word “Trinity” is from the Latin trinitas, meaning 
triad, which in Latin is trinus, or threefold. In the 
Christian faith we confess that God is one, yet is also three 
in Persons. Our catechism says, “The only true God is the 
triune God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, three distinct 
persons in one divine being (the Holy Trinity).” This is 
indeed a mystery. In the Athanasian Creed we confess, 
“We worship one God in trinity and Trinity in unity, 
neither confusing the persons nor dividing the substance. 
For the Father is one person, the Son is another, and the 
Holy Spirit is another. But the Godhead of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit is one.” Yes, I know this is 
confusing; that’s why we call it a mystery. It should not 
surprise us that we cannot fully understand or comprehend 
the Trinity. He is the Creator and we are His creatures. 
The pot does not understand or comprehend the potter. 
The Holy Trinity is so far beyond our comprehension we 
can only stand in awe of Him. 

Our catechism also asks the question, “How are the 
three divine persons, distinguished from each other?” The 
answer given, “The Father has begotten the Son from 
eternity; the Son is begotten of the Father from eternity; 
the Holy Spirit from eternity proceeds from the Father and 
the Son. To the Father especially is ascribed the work of 
creation; to the Son, the work of redemption; to the Holy 
Spirit, the work of sanctification.” I suppose that clears 
things up for us. No! Do you get the point? We cannot 
understand or comprehend the Trinity, we can only speak 
of Him in a manner consistent with Scripture. Beyond His 
person, we are better to understand His work. In relation 
to us His work is to create us, redeem us, and make us His 
people. Knowing this will have to be good enough! 

 


